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ABSTRACT
A Study on Strategies to Promote Citizens' Participation—based
Re-development Projects
- Focusing on the Case of Samsun—1ldong, Seongbuk-gu
Lee, Hyun
Department of Geography

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

Redevelopment is often made in order to boost the economy of a
city through creating a better living environment and city's scenic
beauty by improving existing public facilities, old buildings and
community. However, so far redevelopment projects have relied too
much on the construction firms’ analysis of business profitability, which
results in the deterioration of the quality of living environments and
city scenery. In addition, problem is that without considering public
good and environment we have failed to carry out systematic
development or establish a desirable image for city. This is mainly due
to the lack of understanding on redevelopment projects on the part of
residents and too much attention to the value adding aspect of
redevelopment projects rather than to the improvement of living
conditions. Citizens’ participation still remains superficial, even though
the role of resident-oriented community has been growingly
emphasized and awareness on the sustainable environment though

preservation and maintenance has been spread in the course of



redevelopment.

The issues discussed in the region in question include the lack of
understanding of the characteristics of the re—development projects and
the region on the part of residents and deficiency in the opportunities
to exchange opinions with few resident—driven positive activities. The
study points out that concerning the participation of citizens, opinions
of the -citizens have not been fully reflected in the process of
decision—making on directions of the plan or assigning sections
because project plans are usually finalized by experts through public
hearings or exhibits, that administrative assistance by the government
1s not enough compared to the system of Japan, and that there are
conflicts between general citizens and residents union, caused by the
lack of expertise and leadership skills.

As a result, the study shows that we need the following strategies in
order to promote citizens’ participation in the re-development project:
to help citizens in the community have a will to perform the
re—development project through various promotion activities employing
TV, news papers, and the Internet, to develop programs used to
analyze and do research on the present situations of the community to
help correct understanding on the region; to increase the frequency
and period of existing public hearings and exhibits prior to
establishment of a project plan so that people can acquire an overall
understanding on a project and freely present and exchange ideas; and
to provide financial aids and dispatch experts in the field concerned.

In conclusion, the success of citizens’ participation—based



re—development projects depends on the interest and participation rate
of the residents. In order to make re-development project a success, it
should be emphasized to provide systematic supports and an
environment to make citizens to play a leading role in the process so
as to attract the attention and participation of the residents in the

community.

Key word: citizens' participation, re—development, samsun-ldong,

community development
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