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ASTRACT

A study on the symbolism of residential space

-Centering around My Work-

Ryu, Kyeong hui
Dept. of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

You are considered successful if you have your own house (or
apartments) in Seoul, the Capital of South Korea, while you are
working as an average job. A beginning of own works started from a
desire to have my own house which is necessary to have in ordinary
life.

The reason why I have chosen Apartments for the subject of my
works is that I have been drawing landscapes so far, and in the
process of making landscapes into works, I was agonized about
placeness of landscape.

Placeness is the materialized environment through human
experience. And in this process, [ chose the ordinary apartments in
South Korea for the subject in the meaning of cultural identity which
is formed by people gather in the same place.

How many people repeat commuting to work in the concrete jungle,



and how many hours they give up their lives and suppress their
dreams for commuting to work as a component of the city to get an
apartment currently in Seoul, South Korea? The Apartment forest,
which is expressed in my works, is about a life that has mortgaged
personal time. My works contain the story about time, and mortgaged
my own dream.

My story about time is expressed by repeated strokes of a brush
and horizontal lines in the production process. The time that is
accumulated by repeating horizontal lines in several layers on a
traditional Korean paper makes me to forget a tough life, also it is
paradoxically the mortgaged time by apartments, which is a
materialization of desire.

This thesis describes my mortgaged dream with consideration of
symbolism and placeness about my works. People have to work for
earn money in their lives, therefore money is labor, in consequence, I
produce a formation of theory, which is ‘time is labor’, on my works.

Existing works are based on a personal story about Apartments
which is my desire changes with my dream. On the other hand,
recent works represent ‘Time=Labor, supply=money . [ study on the

works that express Apartment which is my equivalent of time.
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