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ABSTRACT

Sook Hyang Jeon in relation between sin and punishment

Suh Shin-ae
Dept, of Korea Language and Literature

Graduate School of SungShin Women’s University

<Sook Hyang Jeon> is difficult to estimate the date of writing, but
it 1s comparatively earlier literary work among traditional novel
assumed formation at the end of the 19" century. The punishment
and atone on the earth of Sookhyang, E-sun and the other
characters caused by their sin on the heaven makes fundamental
structure of <Sook Hyang Jeon>. In particular, <Sook Hyang Jeon>'s
jeokgang was studied in the central axis in the discussion of the
existing research, but it was not expanded to study about structure
of sin and punishment. Therefore, this study focus on relationship
between sin and punishment in <Sook Hyang Jeon>.

In this thesis, saw examined a specific shape jeokgang each

person and singularity before sookhyang attention the a novel



jeokgang and other works to find the features before sookhyang
not reveal any difference between novel jeokgang similar to the
sookhyang before and take a look. In result, it was verified the
description of <Sook Hyang Jeon>, the relationships between main
characters and other characters in the Heaven continue in the
Ground. It is different with other general novels of Jeokgang which
focus on only main characters. That 1is, writer progress the
description from the perspective of sin and punishment, positioning
each character with Sookhyang as the central figure. The formal
structure of the circulatory system of ‘Jeokgang’ —-Heaven->Ground->
Heaven— was realized carefully relationships between characters in
<Sook Hyang Jeon>.

So then, what is the thing that the writer want to show readers
with <Sook Hyang Jeon>? Also, why writer realize so thoroughly
<Sook Hyang Jeon> of all the characters in the crime and
punishment lecture ever implemented in the framework? This is the
thinking of contemporary ideas, or work with the person in the public
consciousness because of the work would have been in contact.
<Sook Hyang Jeonn> have been granted to the characters in their
attitudes towards crime and punishment, regardless of the severity
refuse to accept his fate without. Happening on the ground temporal
one, ie, suffering and punishment because of their heavenly sin
avoidance or deny that it does not understand and is compliant. This
concept contemporary of the medieval way of thinking and also

directly concerning that can be seen. The chacters of <Sook Hyang



Jeon> accepted their situation as caused by their Heaven's ‘Eob’. As
a result, <Sook Hyang Jeon> utilized a literature tool ‘Jeokgang
frame’-the sin in Heaven and Ground- and was able to draw a full
attention from the public whom believed in this kind of world view
regarding dualism.

The author created <Sook Hyang Jeon> based on human kinds
awareness in original sin, which gives account on present life’s hard
time is related to previous life’s ‘Eob’. The characters who were
heavens offender enduring this worlds sin is same what revealing
mankind’s adversity that we face and had no shortage to attract
public interest.

Like above, it was the author’s delicate intent to chronically
reproduce character’s tangled relation ranging from Heaven to
Ground. The writer had set up the situation in which each individual
pay back the ‘Eob’ in Heaven on the Ground that also accompanies
the problems within the individual's to be returned. Sin and
punishment is also differently granted so as to fill in for other’s short
comings, hurt one another in the manner of being perpetrator, victim
and offerer making a relationship facing hostile and opposing situation
are alleviated by being punished.

In other words, absence in communication up in Heaven owing to
‘Eob’ was able to be relieved in the course of undergoing the
Ground’s ‘Eob’. In conclusion, the life of characters in <Sookhyang
jeon> turns in to harmonized and stable life they had hoped as every

each of them go through sin due to their Haven's sin with the help



celestial aids. So as to put it, in the logic of ‘Jeokgang’, recovering
the impair relationship among main characters and bringing the

ultimate peace and unification, is the fiction <Sook Hyang Jeon>.

Keyword: <Sook Hyang Jeon>, Jeokgang, Sin in the Heaven,
Punishment in the Ground, Relationships between characters, Dualistic
world view, Organic relation, Absence of communication, Recover the

relationship
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