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ABSTRACT

A Sudy on Gyorgy Sandor's Piano Technique Pattern and Application
— Focused on Chopin’s Scherzo Op. 31 —

Min—=Jung Lee
Department of Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

Gyodrgy Sandor (1912-2005) was a pianist as well as an educator of
the 20th century. Sandor published On Piano Playing in 1981 based on

long term educational activities. Through his work, he opposed repetitive
muscle reinforcement practice of pianists, insisting that the core
technigue of piano technique is muscle cooperative ability that strong
muscle helps weak muscle. Based on his opinion, this way, he researched
body muscles and arranged technique for piano performance into five

patterns.

Sandor's five patterns are natural fall which drops with the power of
gravity, scale and arpeggio for the level of wrist and equal sound of
five fingers, rotation to ease tense muscle with the turning force of
hands, staccato to use the whole arm, moment push to enable

performance without picking wrong keyboard while performing wide



distance of notes and octave. He made a pattern with simple symbols to

apply this pattern to any melody.
This research investigated Sandor's life and educational theory, also,

introduced five technigue patterns in his book On Piano Playing. Also,
for the utilization of technique pattern, the researcher applied his
technique to the representative romanticism pianist and composer, F.
Chopin(1810-1849)'s piano work, Scherzo Op. 31.

Chopin's Scherzo Op. 31 is a piano work requires delicate
expressiveness besides technigque, of which form is three parts,
scherzo—trio—scherzo—coda. Scherzo part has lots of dynamic change, with
lots of wide leap of octave and arpeggio. Therefore, the scale to
perform legato by using moment push and equal use of five fingers to
ease correct note pick and arpeggio pattern can be said to be the major
technique of scherzo part. Also, meditative and sensitive trio connects
notes smoothly and prevent stiffening of muscle, therefore, wrist level
adjustment and rotation pattern are frequently used in order to move
hands and arms flexibly. In the last coda, all of five technique patterns
are used, particularly, moment push and level of wrist can be said to be

the major technique. This is helpful for musical expression, not only
technigue. Therefore, to apply Gyorgy Sandor's five patterns of piano
technique to Chopin's Scherzo Op. 31 is every effective for

performance. His technique pattern is also very efficient for application

method and mark.
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