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ABSTRACT

Discourses of mothers and teachers

about good early childhood teachers

Kim Seonah
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This research is to find out differences between teachers and mothers
about what is the quality of a good teacher, effort of being a good teacher
and what really is the good teacher, and find out alternatives by looking
through stories told by kindergarten teachers and mothers whose children
go to kindergarten. This research, therefore, ultimately tries to help

understanding of the good teacher at children education institute.

The research questions settled for the research purpose are as follows.

First, What kind of teachers do kindergarten teachers think a good
childhood teacher?

Second, What kind of teachers do mothers whose children go to

kindergarten think a good childhood teacher?
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For data collection of this research, I conducted individual interview with
10 kindergarten teachers and 10 mothers whose children go to kindergarten
from 23 of May to 30 of October 2015. There were a total 40 times of
interview, 2 times of interview with 10 kindergarten teachers and 2 times
of interview with 10 mothers. The contents of each individual interviews
were recorded and were written down on papers. The written interview
contents were repeatedly read and then classified and categorized.

Summaries for this research according to research problems are as
follows.

First, the good teacher that kindergarten teachers think is a teach who
has an upright personality, who respects children and empathize with
children through mind and who tries hard to be a good teacher. The
kindergarten teachers who participated in this research says the upright
personality of good kindergarten teachers who meet children when the
children’s personalities are forming 1s not something necessary but is
indeed essential. They also says the good teacher should respects children
as equal beings as them with all the manners and empathize with them.
Lastly, the kindergarten teachers says a teacher who tries and prepares
hard for providing good instructions and class is a good teacher. They
sees preparation for the class and enthusiasm for the class are
characteristics of the good teacher. The reason for this is that they think
that children may concentrate more and participate in the class with more
fun provided by the teacher who always does teaching with passion. They,
thus, thinks this ultimately leads to a better education with a good quality.

Second, the good teacher that mothers whose children go to kindergarten
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think is a teacher who loves children, who has an upright personality, who
1s happy and positive, and who supports children after taking a good
observation. These are the expectation and appreciation by mothers.
Mothers think that kindergarten teachers are the people who teach and
care at the same time their children, which means if the teachers did not
have a love and caring mind then it would be very difficult things for
teachers, parents and children as well. Mothers also think a teacher having
an upright personality is the good teacher as the Kkindergarten teachers
says. Among the personality, mothers says patience is the most important
one. Mothers also thinks the teacher should be happy and have a positive
mind to play a good teacher role. Further, mothers says that the good
childhood teacher is an expert in childhood education area, and thus the
good teacher should observe children, support them and consult well with
parents about their children. Mothers also mention about expectations and
appreciations about the good teacher. Although mothers want to have
conversations with teachers about their children more often, mothers do
expect that it would be a burden for teachers as a ratio of children to
teacher is high. Mothers also talks about conflicts inside their minds; they
do think that the good teacher should treat all children equally, but
mothers also want that the teacher could care and love my child more.
Mothers who participated in this research shows appreciations to teachers
since the teachers need more effort than other teachers in educational
institute teaching different age-class as it is more difficult to treat children

in kindergarten due to their age-concerned characteristic.
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