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ABSTRACT

Relationship between knowledge of end-of-life care,
life-sustaining treatment, and advance directive, and the
educational needs regarding writing advance directives

among nurses in general hospitals

Jeong, Ji Hyun
Department of Nursing science
Graduate School of Nursing

Sungshin University

Purpose. The purpose of this study was aimed to examine the
relationship between knowledge of end-of-life care, life-sustaining
treatment, and advance directive, and the educational needs regarding
writing advance directives among nurses in general hospitals.

Method. For this cross-sectional and correlational study, 169 nurses at a
general hospital were recruited as participants. Data were collected from
July 19 to 26, 2018 using structured questionnaires. The collected data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics, a t¢-test, ANOVA, and
Pearson’s correlation coefficient analysis employing SPSS 23.0.

Result. Knowledge on end-of-life care scored 856 out of 11 points,
knowledge on life-sustaining treatment scored 5.11 out of 6 points, and

knowledge on advance directives scored 8.02 out of 9 points. Educational



needs regarding educational writing scored 4.31 out of 5 points.
Knowledge on end-of-life care was significantly related to nurses’
clinical career(F=4.686, p=.004), age(F=2.799, p=.042), and biomedical
ethics education(t=2.057, p=.041). Knowledge on life-sustaining treatment
significantly related to nurses’ marital status(t=2.898, p=.004), clinical
career(F=4.091, p=.008), and job position (t=2.251, p=.026). Knowledge on
advance directives was significantly related to marital status(t=2.221,
p=.028), educational level(F=3.297, p=.039), clinical career(F=3.659, p=.014),
experience caring for dying family members(t=3.105, p=.002), and
education regarding death and dying(t=2.204, p=.029). Educational needs
regarding advance directive writing was significantly related to nurses’
marital status(t=2.941, p=.004), educational level(F=3.924, p=.022), clinical
career(F=4.148, p=.007), age(F=5.106, p=.002), and career
satisfaction(F=3.747, p=.026). We also observed statistically positive
correlations between knowledge on life-sustaining treatment and on
advance directives and educational needs regarding advance directive
writing (r=.182, p=.018; r=.234, p=.002, respectively).

Conclusion. Considering the enactment of the Act on Life-Sustaining
Treatment Determination, nurses should be health care professionals who
provide correct information on end-of-life care, life-sustaining treatment,
and advance directives. Tailored educational programs that account for
nurses’ clinical career and knowledge are helpful to improving nurses’

competencies for educational activities in nursing.
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Sender : HA|H < lianne08@hanmail.net >
To : skim@changwon.ackr
Date : 2018-04-11 18:35:18
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From; "HX|&"<lianne08@hanmail.net>
To: <rkdud2041@naver.com>;

Cc

Sent: 2018-04-12 (8) 23:12:08

Subject: QS OITA R0 Ot A€

<skim@changwon.ackr> 18.04.11 2

[ Original Message ]
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