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ABSTRACT

The Economic Structure

in the Grandparent-headed Households

Park, Guee young
Dept. of Family Culture & Consumer Science,
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

Rapid industrialization and modernization has brought a breakdown
and dissolution of the preexisting family structure and a new
household called 'Grandparent-headed Households’, which consists of
grandparents and grandchildren. The purpose of this study is to
understand the economical reality of grandparent-headed households,
where they have to live in an economic structure formed with
grandparents and to provide alternative plans for them.

In this study, incomes, expenses, properties and debts of the
grandparent—headed households were compared and analyzed with a
nuclear household and an extended household. The 2004 household
income survey of the National Statistical Office was used for

analysis data, and it was analyzed by classifying households based



on a householder and its members into 7 groups(single
grandmother—headed, foster parent-headed, single father-headed
nuclear household, single mother-headed nuclear household, foster
parent-headed nuclear household, single father-headed extended
household, single mother-headed extended household, foster
parent—headed extended household) excluding single
grandfather-headed household.

First, grandparent-headed households had very short incomes
compared to the nuclear and extended households in the income
structure analysis for each household kinds, which include followings
except the unearned income: the householder income, the earned
income of household, and the net income of household. Especially the
single grandmother-headed household showed the most fragile
income structure among the others.

Second, in the analysis about financial assets and debt structure
for each household kinds, the grandparent—-headed households
possessed very low level of financial assets compared to the nuclear
and extended households. For average monthly debt redemption
amount, the nuclear and extended households had almost same level
of monthly debt redemption amount, but in comparison, the
grandparent-headed households only had 1/4 much of debt
redemption amount.

Third, in the expenditure structure analysis, the total expenditure
of the grandparent-headed households do not have a big difference

compared with the other households. Looking closely into comparison



of the expenditure items, there was no particular traits in categories
of groceries, light and heat service, water service, apparels and
health service, however, there was more expenditures than other
household kinds in the categories of furniture and application,
housework service, and especially transportation and communication.
And they relatively had small amount of expenditures in categories
of education, culture and entertainment.

Forth, in the verification of differences for financial stability
through the debt redemption rate, a net income statistically showed
a significant difference, however, the debt redemption rate was

statistically insignificant.
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