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ABSTRACT

Life history educational research in the late of

Joseon Dynasty

Shin, seon—-kyoung
Dept. of History Education
Graduate School of education

Sungshin Women's University

A microscopic approach on a historical study for understanding cultures
and daily lives has grabbed growing attention since the 1990s over a
macroscopic argument or a structural analysis although it had been of less
interest. The movement has triggered changes to expand the scope of
historical studies and given potentials for the diverse historical studies. One
of the impacts is a vitalized study on a life history.

The life history study aims to give a comprehension of human life,
targeting human’s experience and life. Therefore, the education of a life
history embodies the detailed and vivid lives of people in the history,
offering a benefit to bring a greater interest and attention on history for
students to get familiar with history. The methodology of the life history
education to utilize both bibliographic data and non-bibliographic data leads
to students’ historical imagination and thinking skills, helping students to
learn the way people lived and thought through re—enactment.

With the conclusion that the life history is the embodiment of detailed



and vivid lives of people in the history, this study intends to give a
direction for the effective life history education through a wide variety of
educational materials which can arouse interest of student. This study only
covers the history in the late Joseon Dynasty and the economic history,
taking the limitless scope of the study into account. First of all, the
performance of the life history study in Korean historical academia is
discussed and followed by analysis economic history-centered life history
in the late Joseon described on the current Korean history textbook studied
in high schools, called ‘Hankooksa'. Then, the effective teaching plan for
the Korean history class is made from available data for the education of
the life history in the later Joseon.

The study on the life history has been performed under a quite vague
concept in spite of its steady progress since the 1990s in Korean academia.
Thus, the education of the field has yet to be established as an
independent study. Meticulous research on how current six kinds of Korean
history textbooks explain the life history in the economic perspective has
found that those books did not include any description directly related with
the life history. The books embraced various bibliographic data and
non-bibliographic data, however, still many shortcomings.

Indeed, the chances to find data translated into Korean indicated the
availability of data since most bibliographic data available for the life
history education was written in chinese characters. For non-bibliographic
data, pictures and objects were respectively investigated. It bears the

higher availability than the bibliographic data with a greater outcome of



the study.

The educational direction of the life history study from the late Joseon
based on the referred view aims to lead students to grasp and analysis the
materials prepared from diverse bibliographic data and non-bibliographic
data. It also brings up students’ historical imagination and thinking skills
and, furthermore, guides them to learn history vividly through historical
empathy, re-enactment. The lives of the people in the late Joseon are
reconstructed with utilization of the bibliographic data such as the
Swaemirok(38E#) by Oh Hui-Mun and Nonggawolryeongga(E R A 5#k)
by Jeong Hak-Yu, and the non-bibliographic data such as Kyeongjikdo(#
#%E) by an unknown author, Ssireum by Kim Hong-Do and
Danopungjeong (%4 %) by Sin Yoon-Bok. A video clip related with
Ssireum by Kim Hong-Do, Hwainyeoljeon(&Z A%{#) which was
broadcasted in Jisikchaeneol-e 1is practically used to help students

understand history.
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