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ABSTRACT

A study on the aspects of ‘affirmation of body desire’

in literature in the late Joseon Dynasty

Woo jiyeon
Department of Chinese Classics
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

Contributor tried to explore ‘affirmation of body’s desire’  through
art-philosophical perspective in this thesis. In particular, ‘sex’ , the
physiological desire of human beings, shown in ‘Sexual genre painting
[Chunhwa] in the late Joseon Dynasty’ and ‘Literature’ , the ambivalence
of desire, consideration of the inner side of human beings, and culture The
artistry expressed through art, its expression aspects, and the foundation idea
of artistic expression were described.

The ideological consideration of this thesis examined the positions of
affirmation and denial of desire from the perspectives of Gongmaeng
Philosophy, Yangming Studies, and Yangming Later Learning, focusing on the
body’s thoughts.

Consideration from the literary aspect is based on the artistic expression of
elegant enjoyment and various social customs centered on the Ming and Qing

dynasties, where Yang Myeong-hak, who insisted on body positivity, and the
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Taeju-hagpa, who were later scholars, were active. The transition to the
secular culture equipped with true human beauty and its influence were
considered. And the overall flow of literary trends, such as individuality,
subjectivity, self-determination, innovation, etc., as a result of the recognition
of desire, and the expression aspect of ‘affirmation of body’ s desire’ in
literature, from ‘Mun’ s point of view and [ looked at it from the
perspective of ‘Painting’ .

The ‘body’ to be studied in this thesis is ‘I’ in social relationships, and
‘I’ in the relationship between ‘others and I’ , and the country required
by the times is % (image] These are the meanings of the subordinate
‘I, the ‘I’ who is faithful to innate, natural, and physiological desires.
Here, ‘I’ refers to an individual, a human being with a body. In other
words, it refers to a living human being with a mind and body, that is, an
object of existence. Therefore, this thesis is a description and research on
the contents expressed by embodying moral reason and physiological desire
as art through the object of ‘body’ under the control of the mind.
Accordingly, from the perspective of Yangmyeong’s mind, subjectivity -

individuality - individuality and sensibility were heard through late Joseon

O ’

sex’ genre painting and the body’s thoughts and physiological desires of
human instincts in literary expressions. [ tried to calm myself down.

For humans, the ‘body’ has long been an irresistible category of
destiny (Kategorie). In particular, the human ‘body’ contains sexual
characteristics and desires, so it has been suppressed for stoic reasons
since the beginning of time, and it has been bound and restrained under

the norms in society. These situations have undergone many changes and
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transitions according to the environment and conditions of each era.
However, entering the modern age, it is approaching the 'body’ from a
new perspective, breaking away from the traditional confinement.

Today, the reason why interest in the body increases as we enter the
modern age is that humans grasp the ‘real self” through the ‘body’ .
In other words, the ‘body’ 1is a living human being, an ‘individual of
existence’ , and is a channel and outlet for expressing joy, anger, SOrrow,
and pleasure in daily life of human beings to the outside. This is because
it is naturally revealed through the (mind) , the external appearance of
the ‘body’ .

As Max Weber (1864-1920) asserted, human beings do not act by
interpreting external stimuli through the subjective process of internal
reflection and signification, but accept them. Therefore, human beings
pursue desires and ideals through the acts of life. And through reflection
in the process, oneself expresses one’ s own identity as ‘the body’ .
This will be a distorted perception and gaze on the ‘body’ that has
continued in the past, a rebellion of the times against unfair treatment,
and a suppressed ‘expression of subjectivity’ . In addition, it can be seen
as a suggestion of the ‘subjective practical act’” that recognizes the

‘body’ as a tool for expression.

‘Body’ is philosophically expanded and developed by problems such as
realistic human inner problems, ego, subject, and individual desire. And the

‘body’ also includes political, moral, and ceremonial tendencies in social
norms.

Now, the ‘body, the space of creation of desire’ is no longer an
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object to be restrained and suppressed, but transformed into an object that

symbolizes the identity of the subject that perceives and thinks.

Key words: body, subjectivity, individuality, affirmation of desire, human

sexual desire
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