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ABSTRACT

A Study on the "Gajuen” in the latter term of Choson

Her, J1 Young
Dept. of Chinese Classics
Graduate School

Sungshin Women;s university

This treatise is a study of Gajeon, which is a type of classical literature,
and I am going to clarify its significants as a literary historical achievement
by considering its characteristic and illuminating enlargement and aspect
based on those of written in the reign of King Yongjo and King Jeongjo,
which is the late period of Chosen dynasty.

In the first chapter, I researched a general meaning of Gajeon and the
existing former studies that are examining genre and designation of Gajeon
before concrete analysis of Gajeon and found out the purpose of this study.

In the second chapter, I examined a general concept, a characteristic of
Gajeon and its development. After searching the concept of Gajeon in
"Jeon", 1 adjusted the fundamental characteristic such as imitative, sportive
and instructive tendency. Then, I divided a term that covers from the late
period of Koryo, which Im Choon wrote <Gooksunjeon>, <Gongbangjeon>,
to the period of Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592 into Koryo and the
former term of Chosen dynasty so that we can see how Koryo Gajeon and
Gajeon of the former term of Chosen dynasty had developed.

In the third chapter, researching the subject's creative age that is the
reign of King Yongjo and King Jeongjo in the late period of Chosen

dynasty, 1 analyzed some prominent writers and literary works at that
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times. By illuminating literary background based on the newly appeared
culture of Kyoungwha Sejok in this period, [ clarified its literary
characteristic showing different aspects from former times. though there
are many writers who are notorious for a heretic of literature and
1deology.

According to the result of analysing above, [ classified a literary
characteristic of Gajeon into three things such as exposing resentment for
various classes of literary men, expressing individual author's
consciousness and pursuing self-satisfaction through Pyuk[#%]and Chui.[#k]

In the forth chapter, I classified a literary characteristic of Gajeon in the
late period of Chosen dynasty into three by assaying the third chapter and
illuminated its historical meaning in literature. The literary characteristic of
Gajeon in the late period of Chosen is as following : firstly, Gajeon
delivers criticism, anger, and sardonic, secondly, a tendency of pursuing
self-satisfaction was introduced, lastly, authors started concentrating on a
individual and a daily life in their works. This tells us that Korean Gajeon
developed and expanded its genre as a pure literature with originality and
individuality of literary men, so it is of great worth in literary history.

In the fifth chapter, I synthesized the forth chapter and corroborated a
historical meaning in literature of Gajeon in the late period of Chosen
dynasty, that is, Korean Gajeon had developed from effective sentences
and are a genre of a pure literature expressing originality and individuality

of literary men.
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