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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on slave-master relationship (4 B &)
in the Early Chosun Dynasty

- focused on fatal crimes-—

Jeon, Se Young
Department of History
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This paper examined the slave-master relationship (X FREiR),
centering on fatal crimes committed between slaves and their
masters in the Early Chosun Dynasty. Through this, it looked into
how the resistance of slaves was unfolded and what problems were
inherent in the slavery system. In addition, it also revealed the way
conflicts were expressed in slave-master relationship and the trend in
the changing slave—-master relationship.

chapter 2 the relationship between victims and assaulters was
analyzed by reviewing documents recorded for more than 100 years
from the reign of King Tae/o(Kil) to the reign of King Sung/ong(B
%), As a result, crimes among family members accounted for the

most, 45% and crimes 1in slave-master relationship came in the



second, accounting for 24%. Through this, it was concluded that
there were not a few fatal crimes in slave-master relationship.
Moreover, it was confirmed that there were a significant amount of
conflicts and frictions between slaves and masters.

chapter 3 the causes of fatal crimes in slave—-master relationship
were classified in two categories: crimes committed by masters to
slaves and crimes committed by slaves to masters. Crimes by
masters were committed for the excuse of vigilantes and took on
two forms such as indiscriminate murders and severe punishments.
The charges were mostly attempted escapes, in other words
economic loss inflicted to masters. Crimes by slaves to masters were
caused mainly by either physical or economic deprivation by masters.

chapter 4 was dedicated to investigating the trends of
slave-master relationship, focusing onthe dramatic change in the
causes and aspects of fatal crimes in slave-master relationship in the
late 15" century. The 15" century was when peasants’ deprivation of
land was accelerated due to the government’s harsh exploitation and
land accumulation by the ruling class. The population of Sacheon(%A
) had been rapidly growing due to Gogonghwa(lg 1.1t), the
increase in the number of Nocheo(IZE), Bibu(i#):) from Yangin(E
N)-Cheonin(f \) inter-marriage (EIE22IE), and the fact that ruined
commoners were reduced into private slaves. Accordingly, the
justification for the slavery system which had rationalized
masters’exploitation of slaves started shaking Furthermore, slaves

asked for the improvements of their conditions as the productivity of



agriculture increased. Along with the socio—economic changes, there
were shift in the perception of the treatment of slaves and masters,
which allowed murders of masters by slaves to develop into
collective crimes and made their resistance more violent.

The conflicts and frictions of slave-master relationship in the
Early Chosun Dynasty grew from the opposing attributes between
masters’ control to realize efficient mastership of slaves and slaves’
resistance in order to escape from masters’ reinforced control of
social and economic status. Such slave-master relationship gradually
revealed its limitations in the late 15" century and slaves  resistance

developed in a more aggressive way.
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