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Abstract

A study on the description about International Relationship
and War in Chosun Dynasty of History Textbooks for
High School Students

- Focused on the Imjin War -

Han, Yun-young
Dept. of History Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

A curriculum represents educational ideas and purposes of a
country. In the case of Korea, the curriculum has been influenced
and amended by changes of political systems. Moreover, textbook
systems and details of description has been reorganized when the
curriculum was revised. For 37 years since Korean history textbook
has been published in an authorized textbook from the third
curriculum to the present curriculum, it has been criticized because
its course of description had been changed by policy, ideology of
government and especially political authority of those days.

This thesis tries to analyze characters and controversy of description
in textbooks as mentioned above that the description of Korean history

for high school students was changed as national and social request.
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In particular, it is prepared to study contents of textbooks about the
Imjin war(Japanese invasion of Chosun Dynasty in 1592) from the first
curriculum to the seventh curriculum. This war was a big event which
completely shook the society to its very foundation and an
international war related to other countries in Northeast Asia. Also, it
is important so far because it is a standard when dividing Chosun
Dynasty into two periods. When this war was emphasized as a
program to overcome a national crisis and unify people by the
political power in the Yushin system period(ffE#TEH#E) in a dilemma,
the duty of the loyal army and Yi, Sun-sin in the war was stressed,
either. In addition, the program of overcoming a national crisis and
heroism in the forth curriculum was stressed more than the third one
for political requirement of the junta.

To cope with a big event such as the Imjin war was owing to the
sacrifice of all social standings in Chosun Dynasty. However, the
heroism of political power in the Yushin system period (#ff#7 £ )
obstructed it, so that it has been a drawback of textbook contents. It
has been also drawbacks that a national concept was inserted as a
history about struggle against Japan into people to emphasize
unification and overcome a national crisis and the origin, process
and effect of the war were abstractly explained in the present as
well as weakening relative importance of war history.

It is certainly valuable to teach students how ancestors got over
wars. Though, there is shortcoming that the government emphasizes

and distorts war history for their necessity as they recognize a crisis
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in a national centered view. The priority to ensure objectivity and
autonomy of history textbooks is to publish in an authorized
textbook free from a state textbook.

A history textbook tends to reflect a national standpoint and it is
difficult to avoid reflection of it since completely objective and
neutral explanation is impossible. Nevertheless, it is important to get
autonomy of selection and organization about contents in recent
situation that history textbooks has to be amended every time the
administration changes. If objectivity and autonomy of history
textbooks are guaranteed, historical awareness for the future can be

cultivated on the basis of reconsideration about their history.
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