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Abstract

A Study of Lighting Fixtures of Chosun
-Deung jan-dae(Lamp stand) and

Cho-dae(Candle holder)-

Soo Kyung Kim

Dept. of Art History
Graduate School
Sungshin Women's

University

Our traditional lighting fixtures got along with our ancestors
for a long while as an important daily necessity and living artifacts
to illuminate the night until the electricity was introduced to us in
1876. However it was not accepted as an artistic craft, but just
considered as an ancestral craft and daily necessity, and it was
disregarded in the Korean art history. In this article, we will
study our traditional lighting fixture with wish to learn the custom
and culture of our forefathers’ life as well as their feelings in
life and sense of beauty.

In the beginning of lighting fixture it starts with bonfire and



it is advanced to portable torch, Deungjan and Candle. Deungjan,
using oil, was the most popular since it’'s easy to get oil from seeds
or amimals, while candle was made of beeswax which is very rare and
hard to obtain. So candle is used only for the important ceremony in
the high society and royal family, but in the late of Chosun, it
spreaded to the class of the general public as per the rising
economic development.

In the meanwhile, Buddhism was so flourished in the era of the
Three States and Unified Shilla, and the Buddist art and
aristocratism of shilla influenced the design of lighting fixture to
meet the religious demands. And furthermore, Chinese(Dang) culture
also influenced our lighting fixture to be elaborate and gorgeous and
as a result of that we can find some luxurious lighting fixture like
Cho-dae(candle holder) with a design of lotus flower,

The lighting fixture in Koryo is characterized as aristocratic
because is has been influenced by Buddhism, and Jedeng(hanging
lantern) and Cho-dae(candle holder) was developed to meet the Buddist
ceremony like Yon-Dung-Hoe and Pal-Kwan-Hoe,

Since the turn of the Chosun, with the policy of excluding
Buddhism and respecting Confucianism, the simple and practical
Chorong(portable lantern) was developed. The lighting fixture of
Chosun can  be classified into Deungjan-dae(lamp stand),
Cho-dae(candle holder), Jowa-deung(floor lamp) and Je-deung(portable
lantern) by their design and function. A Je-deung(protable lantern)

breaks down into Deung-rong(using deungjan) and Chorong(using



candle).

In this article, the study is confirmed to Deungjan-dae and
Cho-dae of the late period of Chosun and we will breaks them down
according to the shape material and design to find if there is any

relation with religious background.
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