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ABSTRACT

A Study in Shape Alternation of the Gusset

of Men’s Po in Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Shin-ae
Dept. of Clothing
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

Joseon Dynasty was a nation established on the basis of revering
Confucianism and oppressing Buddhism and a social position society. Due
to Hideyoshi’'s Japanese Invasion of Jeseon in 1592 in the middle of
Jeseon dynasty, great change arose politically, economically and socially.
And, this had influence on the culture of dress and its ornaments. So,
male Po(#1) was differentiated into various kinds. Thus, the number
increased. Po was worn for the purpose of protection against the cold
since ancient times. Then, men of Joseon dynasty wore Po so as to be
in full dress indoors and outdoors for keeping etiquette, and they wore
Po which are different in accordance with social position class or use.
As for this male Po, shape of composition elements such as coat collar,
sleeve and gusset etc. changed in accordance with period. And, by this,

we can see the formative preference of clothes of then people.



This researcher tried to study the shape alternation of gusset by
choosing clothes used as the ordinary dress of nobleman such as
Danryoung (#%), Jikryoung (/A %), Changeui(®¥4<), Dopo(Gtif), Dabho(#5
), and Jooeui(JA4¢) etc. among of the male Po of Jeseon dynasty. This
study aims at examining how the male Po of Jeseon dynasty changed
through the analysis of formative characteristics and type which show
by periods, by laying emphasis on the structure and shape alternation of
gusset out of the composition elements of male Po of Jeseon dynasty.
This study has meaning in that this researcher may understand and
grasp the feature and shape of male Po of Jeseon dynasty which show
in excavated dress and its ornaments and relic more exactly through
this.

Findings are as follows:

First, types of gusset which showed in the male Po of Jeseon dynasty
are classified into total 7 kinds such as inside pleat type that wvarious
pleats are folded at the lower part of armpit point and they penetrate the
inside of side line, inside and outside oblique line pleat type that upper
part of gusset is folded with oblique line in the shape that side line and
outside of gusset are folded, inside and outside pleat type that there are
pleats at side line that gusset is connected and at the outside of gusset,
outside pleat type that there are pleats only at the outside of gusset,
pleat type which is pulled to back that the upper part of front gusset
and back gusset are pulled to back, fixation type of back piece of an
upper garment that the upper part of gusset which is pulled to back is
fixed at the back piece of an upper garment with knot button or

decorative saddle stitching, and non pleat type that there is not pleat. As



for formative shape, this researcher classified into triangle, trapezoid type
and rectangle. Out of the shape of gusset, transformational trapezoid type
that upper side is pointed is similar to lozenge type. But, it is the form
to be equal to trapezoid except that upper side is pointed. Thus, it was
classified as trapezoid in this study.

Second, as for the type and shape of gusset, gusset of rectangle of
inside pleat type, inside and outside oblique line pleat type and inside
and outside pleat type formed main part in the early stage. In
Danryoung and Jikryoung, reinforcing gussets of rectangle of inside pleat
type, inside and outside oblique line pleat type, and inside and outside
pleat type are seen much, and outside pleat type showed as rectangle
newly. In Changeui, gusset of triangle of non pleat type is seen. And, in
Dopo, it is difficult to know form, as there is not initial relic. But, it can
be seen that Dopo was worn in the early stage also with the existence
of Jikryoung Po of Dopo type of Hein temple in Koryo dynasty. In
Dabho, gusset of inside and outside oblique line pleat type and inside
and outside pleat type show mainly. And, there is not the gusset of
inside pleat type. But, as it shows in Dabho of Hein temple of Koryo
dynasty, we can guess that inside pleat type existed in the early stage
also. Gusset of Jooeui is non pleat type of triangle.

In the middle, gusset of retangle of outside pleat type, rectangle of
pleat type which is pulled to back, and trapezoid shape that upper side
is pointed show much. This form of gusset is shown in Danyoung and
Jikryoung, and type that back piece of an upper garment is fixed
showed as trapezoid type newly in Danryoung. In Dopo and Changeui,

gusset of non pleat type and gusset of trapezoid type of main part.



And, Dabho is shown as rectangle which is gusset of outside pleat type
and trapezoid type which is Dugumagi type. Trapezoid which shows in
Dopo, Changeui, and Dabho 1is different from trapezoid type of
Danryoung and Jikryoung, and it is equilateral trapezoid type. And, in
Jooeui, Dufumagi type shows on the gusset.

In the latter period, pleat type which is pulled to back, trapezoid type of
type that back piece of an upper garment is fixed and gusset of triangle
of non pleat type show mainly. Danryoung is gusset of transformational
trapezoid type that upper gusset of pleat type which is pulled to back
and type that back piece of an upper garment is pointed. And, Jikryoung
is triangle of non pleat type. Juding from it, it can be seen that style of
reinforcing gusset was same to the middle but it became different in the
latter period. Changeui, Dopo, Dabho, and Jooeui are gusset of triangle of
non pleat type.

In the late stage, trapezoid type of type that back piece of an upper
garment is fixed and triangle of non pleat type form main stream. As
for Danryoung, upper part of gusset was fixed at back piece of an upper
garment with knot button or decorative saddle stitching. And, because of
the simplification tendency of clothes, gusset of man’s outer coat type of
triangle showed. While Jikryoung was used as the lining of Danryoung,
collar of Jikryoung was stuck to the insde collar of Danryoung in the
late stage. So, wearing cases decreased. Thus, it is difficult to find relic.
As for Changeui, Dopo, and Dabho, gusset of non pleat type of triangle
showed in the late stage also. And, as for Dabho, there is relic which
disappeared in the late stage, but it changed into form to be smilar to

Junbok(#kIlk). As for Jooeui, gusset of non pleat type of triangle shows.



As the result of examining the shape alternaion of gusset of male Po
of Jeseon dynasty, gusset started to be used for the convenience of
activity, and diverse shapes of gusset show by periods. Juding from it,
we can see the function of decorative that artistic preferenca of then
people was reflected. Because of simplification tendency of clothes of the
last period, gusset of triangle of non pleat type of simple form that there
are not pleats was used more than gusset that there are pleats. It can
be seen that the form of this gusset changed under the influence of

social change of Jeseon dynasty.
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