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ABSTRACT

A Study on Metal Crafts in the Craft Department of
the Joseon Art Exhibition

Kim, Yoo Yeon
Department of Art History
Graduate School of
Sungshin University

This study i1s a thesis that examines the metal crafts of the craft
department of the Joseon Art Exhibition in the modern era in company
with the development process of modern crafts and the historical
background. By specifically examining the metal crafts which had not
been interested in the crafts department of the Joseon Art Exhibition,
this study has an intention of providing a variety of perspectives on the
metal crafts of the modern era which were recognized as an
authoritative and aristocratic symbol.

While Europe and Japan actively and independently developed their own
modern crafts in the 19th and 20th centuries, Korea’s modern crafts were
developed under limited conditions such as the penetration of great
powers and the Japanese colonial period. During the Korean Empire, the
modern crafts received attention as a measure for national development
and were regarded as industrial and scientific technology. Afterwards

they were regarded as art work or souvenirs in the colonial policy and
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market in 1910s-1920s and achieved commercial revitalization. In addition,
the Art Factory and the Gold and Silver Workshop produced precious
commemorative or artistic metal crafts in accordance with consumer
tastes.

In 1932, the craft department was newly established in the third part of
the Joseon Art Exhibition. Through the evaluation and appreciation of
the judges of the craft department in the newspapers at the time, it is
shown that the perception of worth of modern crafts has changed
significantly from the past. However, in the Joseon Art Exhibition, which
was also a colonial exhibition, the works of the Craft Department
displayed a colonial tendency assimilated to the political intentions of
Japanese imperialism. This constrained situation limited the creativity of
craftsmen, and resulted in the spread of coercion of Joseon Local Color,
Japanese trends, and imitation trends.

Compared to the situation of the craft department of the Joseon Art
Exhibition, the metal craft section of the craft department exhibited
works that Korean metal craftsmen including Lee Nam-Yi tried to
describe various modern elements. They expressed their creativity
through the concept of modern crafts and searched for a new format.
They also tried to expand the scope of artistic expression by
accommodating modern improved tools and techniques. Furthermore, they
used copper and copper alloy, which were familiar metal materials to the
public, instead of precious metals such as gold and silver. They strived
for the popularization for the craft by combining non-metal materials

such as wood, lace, and leather with their metal craft works. At the
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same time, it was clarified that they worked on proper formativeness,
function, and practicality considering new lifestyle introduced in the
modern era. Although they tried to overcome the limited situation by
applying those diverse modern methods, the limitations of the colonial
situation still existed. The metal craft section of the Crafts Department
could not completely overcome the Joseon Local Color of Japanese
imperialism that was emphasized throughout the Joseon Art Exhibition
and the number of metal craft works in the Ministry of Crafts and
Crafts decreased significantly after the 17th Joseon Art Exhibition as
restrictions on the use of metal and metal recovery were enforced due to
the Japanese imperialist war in the late 1930s.

This study is written to shine a spotlight on the modern aspects of the
metal craft works of the Crafts Department of the Joseon Art Exhibition,
which had not been discussed in depth before and, at the same time, to
understand the unavoidable limitations due to the historical background.
In addition, it aims to provide an opportunity to reflect on the
perceptions of the past and to look at metal crafts in the modern era

from various angles.
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