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Abstract

A study of tasting tea costoms in later stage of
Yi dynasty

Sachiko Osada

Major in p.ropriety and Tea-ceremony
Dept.of Cultural Industry
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Don tea is drawing interest from many people so that the focus
is on the processing of tea. This trend is not limited to recreation
of tea tradition but a new tea tradition is being formed as modern
tea processing and tea tasting methods are developing. These
modern methods are based on traditional tea processing and tea
tasting. The tea tasting tradition in the North Chollar region during
the Yi dynasty is examined in this study to elucidate the
characteristics of tea culture.

The following results were found.

1. The data collected by Yi, Han Young, who Ilived in
Wolnam-Ri, Sungjun-Myun, Gangjin-Kun at the end of the Yi



dynasty, on Baeunokpan-cha were examined. The information
regarding wrapping of Baeunokpan-cha is especially unclear. So
that wrapping is recreated to verify the actual packing of this tea
at the time. The wrapping used at the time had flower prints
stamped on to it. Kazuo Ieiri pointed out in 1939 to Yi,
Hanyoung, who sold Baeunokpan-cha at the time, that the flow
prints were tea flowers. But there is a suggestion that this flower
maybe oriental apricot flowers. The wrapping is done using a
frame made from pine tree in order to make a rectangular tea
wrapping rather than making tea bunches. The tea placed onthe
frame was green tea, and the amount of tea placed in each
wrapping was not 60g, as pointed out by Kazuo Ieiri who
investigated and reported that the amount was 60g. The amount of
tea placed on the frame when it was strickled was 30 to 35g.
And the maximum amount that could place in each packing was
45g.

2. The Don tea tasting custom practiced in the South Cholla
Province at the end of the Yi dynasty was examined. Various Don
tea processing and tasting methods were collected through the
literature study and interviews. The author also visited the South
Cholla Province to collect Don tea culture still remaining from the
past. Don tea was called by various names in the later stage of

the Yi dynasty including Doncha, Gotcha, Gangcha and Byungcha.



However, the region that used the name Chungtaejun was not
verified at the early 1990’s when interviews were conducted with
local people.

3. Tea leaves were collected and processed mainly from March
to June but there were places that collected and processed year
round. The methods of tea processing and instruments used
differed by region. Don tea was used as herbal medicine. There
were various methods of preparing tea in which it was prepared
from only tealeaves, or combination of tea leaves and other herbs
added during tea processing. Or tealeaveswere boiled and other
herbs were placed into the tea pot later and boiled again. Tea
culture from temples surrounding the South Cholla Province
probably affected tea culture in the region. These temples had
conditionsto adopt tea processing in the early stage and gained
economically as well. The effects were probably from the So,
Hyang and Bugok manufactured during the Korye dynasty.

4. Don tea culture deterioratedprobably 1) in the early stage, the
quality of life of people decreased after the end of the Yi dynasty
and cultural revolution by Japanese to obliterate Korean culture, 2)
the expansion of Japanese tea culture that brought about by people
such as Uijjae-Bakryun Huh and Hyodang-Bumsul Choi, 3) many
people who knew about Don tea and processing were killed during

the Korean war, 4) the demand for Don tea as an alternative



medicine had decreased with the introduction of new Western
drugs, and 5) Japanese people who had bought Don tea in Korea

bought Don tea in Japan after the liberation of Korea.
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