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Abstract

The State and National Identity of Third Country Birth
Children of North Korean Refugees
The Undertone of Multicultural Educatioin

Hae Ri Cho
Major in Social Studies Education

Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of the research is to critically analyze the state and
national identity and the process of its formation of the third country birth
kids of North Korean refugees which are in the boundary of South Korea,
China and North Korea. The research delve deep into the education system
they are put under and suggest the civic education they should receive in
order to have proper national identity.

To achieve this Goal, I analyzed the actual condition of education
through attending the sociology classes of the alternative school for the
third country birth students called the Light and Water institute, and by
interviewing the teachers of the institute. By analyzing the data, I was

able to come up with two conclusions. First, the current curriculum
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provided at the Light and Water Institute, which mainly consists of GED
qualification exam, is not helping the students to find the study that fits
their aptitude.

Second, the research can conclude that the national identity of third
country birth kids of North Korean refugees have multicultural national
identity based on diaspora experiences. Their mother was mistreated in
both China and South Korea, being a refugee, and it made the students to
develop their national identity under uneasy and troubled situation. They
were also developing their national identity with imperfect information of
South Korea.

In conclusion, the research suggests two main implications. First
implication is that the qualification exam based education at the Light and
Water institute is very restrictive on self-directed learning and the
situation of left behind students from citizen educational system which
indicates the need of change for the social minorities. Second, the research
implies the need of balanced civic education for them to adapt to South
Korean society which implies the need of understanding and acceptance of
South Korea’s civil society in order for the third country born refugees to
adapt to South Korean society and become citizens of it. And they need

the correct and balanced civic education to achieve such objective.
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