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ABSTRACT

Consciousness of the Other in Jeong, Hyun—-Jong's Poetry

—focused on early works-

Cho, Byul
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

In the poems of Jeong, Hyun—-Jong's early years, 'the Things' have the
equivalent status to 'the Subject,' and is the central factor to form his
poetic world. In Jeong's context, the Things —--wether it is animate or
inanimate—- include every object except the one designated as the poetic
Subject itself. The expanded category of 'the Other' reflects the deepness
and wideness of his cognition of the world.

The expanded category of the Other appears as an 'objet," 'another
person,' and 'the unknown.' The Other as an objet reveals, within the
relationship with the poetic Subject, the character of emotion and
concept. At this moment, the concept and emotion, given the material
character, acquire concreteness. Through building a deep relationship
with the Other, the poetic Subject confirms the evident sense of being of
the object and itself. Meanwhile, the Other as another person is signified
as a desired object that the poetic Subject desires, or appears as an

objectificated self. Thus, the Other appearing as the objet or another



person 1is recognized relatively clearly in the inside and outside of the
poetic Subject through experience. On the other hand, the Other which
overcomes this limit of the operation of recognization, and is perceived
as 'the unknown' appears as an allusion to the Other's world which
overcomes the Subject's cognition.

The Others do not remain as the object of experience and
recognization, but inevitably take part in the self-definition inside the
Subject. In such poems which the Others internally participate in the
formation of the Subject, the internal relationship between the Subject
and the Others, as Jean—-Paul Sartre says, are revealed. In this internal
relationship, the first ones given attention are the poems which
configurate the possibility of objectification of the Subject, and in these
poems, the poetic Subject feels the capturing eyes of the Other through
experience of shame and the material reality of his body. Through this,
the Subject operates an introspective consciousness and is redefined, not
as a continuum of non-introspective actions, but as a being having an
inside and outside.

In addition, reading Jeong's early works through Emmanuel Lévinas'
Ethics of the Other, one can discover respect and desire towards the
infinity of the Other, self-transcend, asymmetry of moral relationship
designated as 'methodical love," and poetic practice of 'the third birth'
engendered by the Subject and the Other. The Other is the infinite Other
for it can not be dominated nor be defined by the Subject. The poetic
Subject of Jeong's early works realizes the otherness, which can not
become the Subject itself, through the light of recognization, and
constantly renews the identity through the desire to reach towards the

otherness, and overcomes the isolated self.



As noted above, Jeong's poetic Subject shows the will to reach towards
the Other's infinity. This will brings the poetic epiphany of 'the dream of
the Things' through building a bridge of imagination in the space of
separation between the Others and the poetic Subject. This phase of
poetic figuration 1is prominent in the aspects of projective imagination
and, as Gaston Bachelard mentioned, 'the imagination of matter' and 'the
imagination of movement." Although these three kinds of imaginations are
consistent in the sense that they can all be signified as a way to reveal
the Subject's attitude constantly approaching the Other when poetically
configurating the relationship with the Other, these three kinds of
imaginations are each expressed in their own unique manner.

The projective imagination which Jeong frequently used as a means of
active experience of the Other in his early poems, does not just make
the Other become the Subject but rather seeks the relationship with itself
respecting the figure and character of the Other.

Also, the confidential intimacy with the Things and the expression
about the infinity of the Other's being each meet the operation
mechanism of Bachelard's 'Imagination of Matter' and 'Imagination of
Movement'. The material correspondence with the Things in Jeong's early
works is built through the poetic Subject's body. The Subject, who
wishes to meet the Other through physical sense before facing the Other
as an object of rational cognizance, touches the Other's skin more closely
and constructs the space of Eros.

Moreover, Jeong poetizes the world of infinity, which transcends his
view, with the dynamic imagination combined with the material 'air'. In
his early poems, the will to surpass the Subject is most distinctly

revealed when linked to the image of air. Jeong configurates, through the



image of air, the image of the Other approaching the Subject from the
world and the Subject stepping forward towards the world.

In conclusion, the poetic Subject in Jeong's early poems redefines the
identity through the Other and frees itself from the solipsismal cognition
of the world. His poetic technique that constantly engenders poems to
find the relation between the Other and himself overcomes the isolated
Subject and shows the way of existence of the Subject which is in the

process of the relationship with the Other.

Key words : the Other, Poetic Subject, Poetic Self, Consciousness of
the Other, Existence, Cognition, Internal Relationship, Transcendence,
Infinity, Projection, Imagination of Matter, Imagination of Movement, the

Image of Air, Eros, Poetic Figuration
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