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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Perspectives on Education Contents

for the Preparation of Reunification in Politics Textbooks

Park, Hyun-Hwa
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Reunification is a task that we must accomplish one day, but what we
will look like after future reunification should not be described as
something utopian and idealistic, nor should it simply emphasize its
necessity. On the other hand, it should not reveal the problems with the
processes of preparing reunification or what we will look like after
reunification, nor should it lean toward South Korea's one-sided loss. This
1s because it should give South Korean adolescents neither a negative
impression of reunification nor a sense of hostility to the North Koreans.
The textbooks, an important medium in students’ preparing their lives as
a reunification generation, should give them balanced opinions of both
aspects, thus enabling them to make right judgment on the national
policies regarding reunification issues after they become grown-ups.

Based on the awareness of such problems, this study investigated
whether the contents of descriptions of the unit related to reunification in
high school politics textbooks V. Assignments of Political Development

4. Assignment of Reunification; had balanced perspectives on the



preparation processes leading to reunification, how our society should look
like after reunification and what could be the future tasks.

In order to do this, this study first divided textbook contents into those
before and after reunification in the unit mentioned above and subdivided
them into positive and negative perspectives and notes. To examine
whether there were differences by field, the study divided them again into

the fields of politics, economics and society.

Main results and suggestions could be summarized as in the following.

First, this study divided a total of 134 target sentences related to the
contents of preparation for reunification in politics textbooks into "the
processes leading to reunification” and "estimated effects after reunification”
according to the period before and after reunification. After the analysis, it
has been found that the contents of textbooks focused a lot more on the
processes for reaching future reunification (80.6%) than on the situations
after reunification (19.4%). This showed that there was difference of
descriptions for unified Korean society, compared to the processes leading

to reunification.

Second, after analyzing the contents of politics textbooks related to the
preparation for reunification from the positive and negative perspectives, it
has been demonstrated that there were more positive views than negative
ones toward both the processes leading to reunification and Korean society
after reunification. It has been estimated that it was heavily influenced by
the inclination of the government during the period when the 7th

educational curriculum was formed and its relationship with the North



Korea at that time. Education for the preparation for reunification should
be provided from an objective perspective that may not be influenced by

such political environments.

Third, it has been noted that there were differences in importance
between the fields in the entire sentences regarding the preparation for
reunification. Especially, the economic field was given the most positive
view in “estimated effects after reunification”, whereas there were no
statements regarding the economic field in any of the four politics
textbooks. The negative view of the latter may allow students to have a
misunderstanding that there would be profits only in economic aspects
after reunification. Therefore, it has been believed that it would not be
beneficial to students in their proper understanding of economic issues
regarding reunification. In this regard, it would be necessary to offer
students balanced contents for reunification by field and to provide them
with a foundation, upon which they could recognize certain issues

objectively.
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