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ABSTRACK

Formation of Identity and

Reading Education of Autobiographical Novels

- Focusing on Lee, Tae-Jun's autobiographical novels -

Kwon, mi-ryoung

Major in Korean Education
Department of education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study is to define the relation between formation of
identity and autobiographical novels and to examine reading
education of autobiographical novels. It has the meaning to have
learners experienced the issue of the subject’s identity through
reading of autobiographical novels and further to receive help in
formation of identity through perception of reality surrounding
themselves now and introspection.

Education must restore self-identity of learners who are
confused about values and form it. Formation of learners’
identity can be considered in connection with the wvaluable life
seeking in literature education of Korean language education.
Thus, autobiographical novels could be novel texts to be suitable

for much more realistic sympathy by learners for the formation



of their identity.

Autobiographical novels secure reality as they describe direct
and/or indirect personal experiences by the authors. Therefore,
learners approach closer to characters in autobiographical novels
being considered as actual persons than those fictional ones
appearing in other novels and understand their life.

Perception of the current reality and behaviors of introspection
by the descriptive subject appearing through the experiencing
subject in autobiographical novels can be considered as a forming
process of identity. Therefore, reading autobiographical novels
can be a mediator for formation of learners’ identity. That is,
learners who read autobiographical novels are to perceive their
own life through the experiencing subject like the descriptive
subject in autobiographical novels and plan their future under
self-examination.

Therefore, this study sets up the direction towards formation of
identity in order to connect the reading education of novels in the
past focused on understanding of texts only with life of learners
and promote the life of learners. Thus, it selects autobiographical
novels as the text suitable for this objective and examines
formation of identity as well as reading education. And under
consideration of that the process of understanding of the texts in
autobiographical novels, interpreting their own life, and widening
their understanding about it is a process to form their identity, it

examines the formation of identity and reading education of



autobiographical novels.

Particularly, the autobiographical novels by Lee, Tae-Jun
contain the subject’'s situations of confusing identity faced with
crisis under the Japanese colonial era and the process seeking for
a new identity after the Iliberation. Those acts by the
experiencing subject in the autobiographical novels by Lee,
Tae-Jun to perceive the era under Japanese colonial rule and
after the liberation are the process to form identity. Thus, in this
study, it examines the characters and types of autobiographical
novels by Lee, Tae-Jun focused on the experiencing subject's
perception of reality of the date and introspection classifying into
criticism of reality and practical will, nationalistic tendency and
past orientation, introspection and self-identification. The
perception of reality and the ways responding to reality by
characters appeared in the autobiographical novels by Lee,
Tae—Jun can be helpful for formation of learners’ identity.

And this study examines the forming process of identity
focused on the autobiographical novels by Lee, Tae-Jun. Learners
are able to seek for their identity through understanding of the
novels and form their own identity through internalization of
understanding of the novels. For this, learners must read the
autobiographical novels by Lee, Tae-Jun following the
experiencing subject’'s forming process of identity. As the
concrete process of it, they experience the experiencing subject’'s

identity appeared in the autobiographical novels and restructure it



after internalized as their own issues. This is the process for
learners to experience the world in the novels and connect it with
their own life. And this study presents it as the process for
learners to accept and introspect the identity formed through the
texts of novel.

This study is to arrange the reading of autobiographical novels
as an educational contents related with formation of identity.
Education of formation of identity and reading of autobiographical
novels can be the education to reach deep understanding and
internalization of the works when education of novel is connected
with learners’ life.

However, this study has a limit that it could not arrange the
concrete teaching-learning method by which Ilearners would
experience the issue of identity, restructure the identity and

progress up to their own identity.
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