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ABSTRACT

Research on cultural contents by Korea traditional
‘Sotdae’

Kim Sook Kyoung
Traditional Cultural Contents Major
Graduate School of Cultural Industry Arts

Sungshin University

This research is based on the traditional Sotdae as a culturally
original form. The objective of this research is to propose development
trends of cultural contents utilizing the traditional Sotdae among the cultural
industries in Korea by nationally and internationally presenting the image and
meaning of Sotdae. For this objective the research analyzed examples of
educational cultural contents operated by the hands-on programs of Sotdae
and handcraft contents, which transfer the value of cultural goods to the
general public through production of display cultural contents and Sotdae for

decoration and daily life.

The publications of Korea Sotdae Artists Association’ s exhibitions in
2011 through 2020 were used to study display cultural contents. This study

compiled the period, location, organizer and title of the exhibitions and
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analyzed the characteristics of the cultural contents which use the traditional
Sotdae in each exhibition. Handcraft cultural contents were studied with
photos of materials for decoration and daily life presented in 2015 to 2020
by the following five sources; Korea Skills Transfer Association, Korea
Sotdae Artists Association, Seoul Design Foundation, Arum sotdae, and The
View with Sotdae. Among them decorational Sotdae to be fixed in space for
wall hanging, table top and floor were compiled in detail with title, material

and artist’ s name (date of production).

The Sotdae actually used in the living space were arranged in detail
by its use in clothing, food, housing etc and listed for the name of
household goods, material and name of the artist (date of production). Also
analyzed were characteristics of cultural contents which are reflected by the
materials used for decoration and daily life using the traditional Sotdae. Next
study was the Edu-entertainment. It is about the Education-cultural contents
presented in 2014 to 2020 where Sotdae was used as an educational subject,
which were sponsored by the Gyunggi Industrial Association and Korea
Sotdae artists Association for children, young people, general public, special
group etc. Photos published in these hands-on programs were compiled for
this study. Educational subject, year, location, sponsorship and venue using
the traditional Sotdae were individually compiled and characteristics of the

educational cultural contents were analyzed.

The primary results of the research are summarized as follows. First,
the Korea Sotdae Artists Association held the first group exhibition entitled
<Birds flying with Hope, Sotdae> at the Gwangju Falk Museum. Every
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exhibition displayed and introduced various Sotdae. Most of all the 2011
exhibition was a momentum to officially introduce indoor Sotdae. Originally
Sotdae was created for outdoor display with traditional belief. But the time
has passed to see Sotdae at the entrance of villages or in the field. Sotdae
became a display cultural content to view and enjoy indoor as well as
outdoor. Second, as a handcraft cultural content the traditional Sotdae
engages with the general public in two ways through persistent creation for
decoration and daily life. The traditional Sotdae along with the improvement
of IT technology during the 4™ industrial revolution is connected to evaluate
the creative reinterpretation of the traditional culture and its cultural
superior. Also the expression of Sotdae in sculpture, painting, and lacquer
provides a momentum for creative development. This comes from the pride
and self-confidence of the traditional Sotdae culture. Third, the educational
culture contents using the traditional Sotdae helps teaching various objects in
two and three dimensions as a beneficial subject of Korean culture.
Especially Sotdae has a freedom to select materials other than trees, which
motivates creativity and artistics of the educational subjects. Recreational
hands-on experiences are gained with fun through listening to the Sotdae
story and hands-on experience of making Sotdae. In conclusion cultural
contents using artistic and creative traditional Sotdae must further expand its
territory. To achieve this expansion the Sotdae culture needs to strengthen
the characteristics of leisure, popularity, and recreation in our life and the
dialogue and pleasure through the traditional Sotdae culture must spread to

our daily life culture.
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