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ABSTRACT

Investigating the methodology of teaching the use
of traditional Korean colors

Ryu Hyun ji

Major in Fine Art Education

The Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Woman’s University

In modern times, color has become a way to transmit message and an

important component in creating high-value products. Each country has

distinctive colors that are rep ) country’s natural
environment and culture. In t al movement to find
country’s own traditional cf in order to
heighten national identity and petitiveness.
Upon close inspection of our s@& colors, however, it is
evident that we have lost sensitivity our own colors as western
colors have replaced ours through rapid industrialization. In order to
restore the Korean sense of aesthetics in colors, we need to understand
our traditional colors that represent our natural environment ideology and
culture. We can achieve this goal by installing a systematic education

in art.

Our current education on art focuses on western standardization of



colors. From our text-book, students learn five of our traditional colors
(known as oh-bang-sac which is comprised of yellow, blue, white, red
and black), the implications of these colors and about clothes and other
daily items utilizing these colors but there is no systematic approach to
educate the students about our traditional colors in depth. This kind of
one dimensional education is one of the reasons why students simply
understand our traditional colors to be oh-bang-sac. Through analysis
and surveys, we found out that this kind of narrow approach also
restricts students from appreciating our traditional colors beyond
oh-bang-sac.

Tradition should be adopted in modern context rather than simply

replicated. Various researches teaching guide on

traditional colors encourages and use traditional
colors but is not effective in ‘ < hem in practice.

It is important to devise an [ : imulates students
interest and facilitates their of our traditional
colors. The new approach wi sensitivity and enable

them to utilize the colors creatively in today’s environment.

Therefore, our experimental teaching method aims to deepen students’
understanding of the tradition Korean colors and provide them with a
chance experience them. Our goal is not simply to familiarize students
with the colors and make students to replicate the works of our
ancestors but to nurture an ability to re-create according to today's

environment. We also looked into various ways to teach students by

Collection



utilizing computer graphics.

This experimental teaching methods comprised of three parts: 1) the first
class is designed to deepen the understanding of traditional colors 2) the
second class focuses on color arrangement of traditional colors 3) the
third class provides a chance for students to color everyday items by
using computer graphics; this class puts emphasis on applying theories
to the test. In order to use tradition colors on computer, 90 colors
suggested by "The Names of the Traditional Korean Colors and Tones”
were converted from numerical data to color data.

The class that involves students to use_computer graphics is especially

effective because it offers them a ipulate colors on their
own. This kind of experien

colors and use these colors.

Students who are familiar w pugh various media,
these classes offer an opportunity orean traditional colors
and use them in their works at the end, they will learn to respect and

the importance of preserving and improving our cultural traditions.

Education on traditional colors will help us to form our own
"color-culture” and find our own collective identity. This kind of
education will help us to nurture leadership and creativity in this global

society.
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