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ABSTRACT

A study on developments of products using Korean
traditional folk arts Min Wha

- Focused on Hwa-Jo-Hwa-

Jung, Yearin
Korean Cultural Contents Major
Graduate School of Cultural Industy and Arts

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study was to examine the concept and type of folk
paintings, which were painted in the Joseon Dynasty, as well as the
symbolic meaning of images, and to investigate the actual state of modern
cultural products made based on them, and to present ways to develop
them.

Folk paintings and materials, including images of Korean life and
elements of traditional culture, are highly likely to be used in modern
times. This paper focused on the meta value of cultural products combined
with the symbolism of traditional folk paintings and the possibility of
industrial development.

The study focused on books, papers, and paintings related to traditional

folk paintings, and selected four companies to develop cultural products
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using the images of traditional folk paintings. The study categorized 101
items collected in the case study and analyzed them using SWOT analysis
method. The main research results are as follows.

First, the method of classification of Minhwa, as well as results of
precedent research, was analyzed through studying the origin of the
concept of Minhwa, defined by Yanagi Muneyoshi in 1929. Further, based
on the Nokchuijae list of Joseon Dynasty’s Chabi daeryeong hwawon, this
research classified the origin of Minhwa into Hwa-jo-hwa (paintings of
flowers and birds), In-mul-hwa (figure paintings), Mun-ja-hwa (Korean
letter paintings), San-su-hwa (landscapes), Mun-bang-hwa (still lives with
books and stationary), and Nu-gak-hwa (architectural paintings of nugak
(traditional Korean pavilions)). Among them, Hwa-jo-hwa (flower and bird
paintings), which have been actively used in modern times, have been set
as study scope. Next, we analyzed the four cultural products from various
perspectives by company, item, and image.

Secondly, the analysis of cultural products was conducted on the
contents of package design, which is an external composition aspect of
cultural products, and storytelling, which is an internal composition aspect,
using the image of traditional folk paintings. According to the package
analysis, there are two main categories: gift boxes and eco-friendly gift
packages. According to the storytelling analysis, it was categorized by
product type, characteristics of product composition, highlighting elements
of product, and depth of symbolic content.

Third, through the analysis of cultural products SWOT using traditional

folk paintings, we examined the strengths and weaknesses of cultural
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products, opportunities and threats of cultural products. The strength of
cultural products that incorporate the image of traditional folk paintings is
that they have infinite possibilities through various technologies.
Opportunity factors include increased interest in art and culture, and social
phenomena. On the other hand, the weak point is that the image of
traditional folk paintings is biased due to insufficient research on
commercial use of them. What is more, these products are under the
threat of the insufficient categorical system within cultural products and
the lack of legal protection therewith.

In conclusion, the development of cultural products utilizing the image of
traditional folk paintings requires academic research, industrial recreative
efforts for the development and application of cultural products, and
national interest and support. In addition, creative development and
distribution safety must be ensured through the establishment of a
foundation for the conceptual regulations and classification system of
cultural products, and human resource training and education must be

provided to develop and manage traditional cultural products.
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