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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Creation of Ceramic Oil Lamps

Motivated by Traditional Confectionery

- Based on Wagashi -

Seok Yeon Ju
Department of Crafts
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

Traditional confectionery surpasses the role of mere symbolic food, repres
enting and evolving the unique characteristics of each region according to
culture, locality, and life patterns. The crops cultivated differ from region t
o region, leading to the diverse utilization of ingredients for making traditio
nal sweets, and the selection of appropriate manufacturing methods based o
n these ingredients.

Notably, most sweets are made by kneading dough by hand or pressing
it into molds before baking or cooking. However, among traditional Japanes
e confections, known as Wagashi, some high-end sweets are crafted by sh
aping pre—cooked dough using specialized tools and decorating the surface
to complete them. During the Wagashi manufacturing process using these t

ools, the dough is pressed, leading to a visually soft texture and the creati
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on of deep and shallow curves on the dough’s surface. It was considered t
hat the unique elements of traditional confectionery, exhibiting diverse color
s and shapes based on the materials and manufacturing methods used, coul
d be utilized as decorative elements. The formative features appearing in t
he process of making confectionery have their origins in the modeling tech
nique and were sought to be applied appropriately in the process of cerami
¢ production to create modern living goods.

In this study, inspired by how oil lamps, which gradually disappeared aft
er the introduction of electricity, have transformed into emotional tools that
change the atmosphere of space and aid in focusing and calming the mind,
rather than lighting equipment in modern times, ceramic oil lamps suitable
for modern use were created.

For the formative study, a comparison was made between high-moisture
sweets among Wagashi that use tools for decoration and sweets that don't
use tools for decoration. The various forms of Wagashi were classified acc
ording to the topic, and particular attention was paid to the most delicate a
nd sculpturally prominent form of flower among the classified topics. Next,
oil lamps were classified according to their functions and features, and the
form of a round and three-dimensional oil lamp was selected as the basic
form to suitably express the characteristics of Wagashi, considering the ch
ange in the shape of the oil lamp due to the change in fuel.

In the production process, the features of the sweets were classified into
form, color, and surface decoration, and appropriate ceramic decoration tech
niques were applied to express each feature over several stages from plast

er prototype carving to firing. In addition, by producing incense tools that i
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gnite fire and emit fragrance, it was made possible to add to the user’s se
nsibility.

For the production method, the slip casting technique, which can effective
ly produce a three-dimensional and delicate shape, was used to facilitate re
peated production.

Through this series of processes, the distinctive elements of traditional c
onfectionery centered on Wagashi were expressed through various ceramic
decoration techniques, and research on the forms of modern living goods, ¢
olorful color expressions, and surface decorations could be conducted by cr
eating ceramic oil lamps and fragrance tools. Accordingly, by utilizing the f
ormative features that appear in sweets for the production of modern sensi
bility goods, the potential to expand the scope to ceramic decorations could

be explored.
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