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ABSTRACT

Research on the transmission and change of Jeonju

Hapjukseon culture

Chang, Suegyoung

Korean Cultural Contents Major
Graduate School of Cultural
Industry And Arts

Sungshin University

The purpose of this paper was to study the transmission and changes of
Jeonju Hapjukseon culture from the perspective of reexamining Hapjukseon,
one of the traditional cultural heritages representing Jeonju. For this purpose,
from December 1, 2022, to October 30, 2023, historical materials, books,
papers, newspapers, domestic museums (e.g., National Museum of Korea, Fan
Museum), and libraries (e.g., National Library of Korea) related to fans will
be collected. We conducted a data survey and conducted a cultural review
of Hapjukseon. In addition, an interview was conducted from July 17, 2023,
to October 30, 2023, focusing on Kim Dong-sik Seonjajang (National
Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 128) and Lee Shin-ip Nakjukjang (Jeonbuk
Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 51) who live in Jeonju. We studied how
culture has been transmitted and changed. In addition, through interviews,
we also identified Hapjukseon craftsmen who had been active in the Jeonju
area since the 1950s.
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First, as a result of conducting a cultural review of Jeonju Hapjukseon
based on literary data, the results showed that during the Joseon Dynasty,
the folding fan was called Danojeolseon and was a gift given by the king to
his subjects. For this purpose, a central factory was established in Gongjo,
and a Seonjacheong was established in Jeolla-do and Gyeongsang-do to have
the Seonjajang produce and donate fans. In particular, among the fans, the
folding fan was not something that could be purchased in the market.
However, it was could only be received by donating it to the government
and receiving it as a gift from the king under the name of Danojeolseon.
The name of Hapjukseon, one of the folding fans, first appeared in the
Annals of King Jeongjo in 1794, so it can be assumed that it was built in the
mid-18th century. The difference between Hapjukseon and folding fans lies
in the ribs of a fan. The ribs of the regular folding fan are made from
the inner part of the species of thick-stemmed bamboo. However, in the
case of Hapjukseon, it is made from the outside part of the species of
thick-stemmed bamboo. Morever, it is made by attaching two thinly sliced
bamboo with a paste made by mixing croaker’s bladder glue and glue. When
made in this way, it is resistant to moisture and can be used for a long
time, and the elasticity of the blades improves, increasing the strength of
the wind. Afterward, during the Japanese colonial period, our unique
traditional culture was destroyed through colonial policies, and the fans were
no exception. However, Hapjukseon remained synonymous with Joseon fans
due to the sophistication and complex technology of the making process, and
Hapjukseon of Jeonju, in particular, was famous throughout the country.

Next, an interview survey was conducted on the transmission and change
aspects of Jeonju Hapjukseon culture. First, regarding the genealogy and
transmission of intangible cultural assets, Seonjajang and Nakjukjang, who
currently make Hapjukseon, are designated as national intangible cultural
assets and city/provincial intangible cultural assets. We were receiving
support and training from those who completed and continued training. Most
of them passed down the art of making Hapjukseon through their families.

Second, the genealogy of craftsmen who continued the Hapjukseon culture
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was investigated. During the Japanese colonial period and the Korean War,
traditional crafts were often cut off or distorted. The current Jeonju
Hapjukseon culture was brought on by many anonymous craftsmen who have
been active since the 1950s, so organizing and recording their names and
genealogies was meaningful.

Third, in light of the changes in Hapjukseon culture, it was becoming
increasingly difficult to continue the legacy of Hapjukseon due to material
supply, work environment, and economic issues. However, craftsmen who
make Hapjukseon, including Seonjajang and Nakjukjang, are trying to find the
original form of Hapjukseon, and while restoring and using traditional tools,
they are also using new modern tools according to the production process.

As mentioned above, Jeonju Hapjukseon is being passed down through
craftsmen who are an intangible culture, and changes are also taking place
through them. In the future, Hapjukseon will not be a relic of the past, but
a Korean cultural heritage that must be continued in present life.
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