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ABSTRACT

Study on the Operation of the Nationwide Free

Semester Music Program in Korea

Kim, Juhee
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin University

This study’s purpose is to organize fundamental data for music
education research and to stimulate a more active expansion of music
programs by investigating the contents and the state of operation of the
Free Semester music programs now in execution nationwide in Korea.
The study analyzes Free Semester music programs by categorizing them
by ‘genre’, ‘topic’, and ‘elective activities, art/physical activities and their
number of hours’.

To this end, 411 middle schools in 14 cities and provinces have been
surveyed about their operation of the Free Semester music programs. The
survey was categorized and analyzed using the Microsoft Excel 2016
software, and the result is as follows.

Firstly, out of the total 1013 Free Semester music programs, there were
66 Korean traditional music programs, 135 Western music programs, 278
Pop music programs and 278 musical instrument programs in the order

of lowest to highest number of programs by genre. There were 158
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programs that were categorized as other.

When further divided into sub-genres, 51.5% of Korean traditional
music programs were samulnori classes, and 32.6% of Western music
programs were choir classes, showing the highest proportion. The 28.8%
of pop music programs were guitar classes, and 34.6% of musical
instrument programs - which are relatively easy to approach - were
ukulele classes, also showing the highest proportion. Out of the other
music programs, the most common form was classes that integrated two
or more academic topics with music.

Secondly, programs could be categorized by topic into singing,
instrument playing, creation, listening, and acculturation. Among the
categories, instrument playing was the most common form, with 630
classes which represented 62.2% of the total.

Thirdly, the number of hours of music programs among art/physical
activities was higher than that of elective activities, with 87.5% of total
art/physical activities hours being music programs. Furthermore, the
number of hours of elective activities and art/physical activities was
determined based on the school’s conditions, and 68 hours was the most
common length, representing 44.5% of the total.

The study also revealed that instrument playing programs was the
most common out of all programs by topic and Korean traditional music
programs was the least common out of all programs by genre.

In conclusion, new programs for singing, creation and listening must
be created and more Korean traditional music programs must be opened

for a more active operation of the Free Semester music programs.
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