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ABSTRACT

Realization of "Hyo” (Filial Piety) in the Narrative Spaces of

Jeokseonguijeon

Yeon An-na
Dept, of Korea Language and Literature

Graeuate School of SungShin Women's University

Jeokseonguijeon is a story where Seongui, prince of Anpyeong-guk
who is deeply devoted to his parents, loses his eyes and suffers many
hardships due to his elder brother Hangui's vicious slander while
traveling to Seocheonseoyeok (lands bordering on the west side of
China) in search for ilyeoungju to cure his Queen Mother's disease
but finally comes back to Anpyeongguk after becoming a son-in-law
of the King of China. The central idea of this epic story is the
thought of Ayo (filial piety). Prince Seongui’s determination to take a
journey in search for ilyeongju comes from his filial piety which helps

him endure such misfortune and hardship during his journey to



strange lands. In the story, his long journey of hyo ends up living
with and serving the King and Queen after return to his country.

As such, hyo as the central idea and subject matter of
Jeokseonguijeon was one of the most important Confucian virtues in
the society of that time and it was accepted and emphasized as a
spiritual base that underlies parent-child relationships and holds up
families and even the country. The way that Seongui exhibited hyo in
the narratives of Jeokseonguijeon would be in line with the mindset
of readers of the time when the story was taking place. In the society
that placed greater importance and emphasis on hyo, Prince Seongui’s
filial behavior must have been an exemplary and touching story
among people.

Chapter II discusses how hyo has been recognized and accepted in
the literary tradition of Korea. Specifically, the chapter explores the
flow of literary tradition in terms of how the meaning and value of
hyo have been accepted and transmitted, by looking at classic works
such as Baridegi (a shamanic ancestry myth), Simcheongjeon (a story
of one filial daughter), written under the influence of
Jeokseonguijeon, as well as the folk tales of filial piety that have
been passed on through Samgukyusa (The Heritage of the Three
Kingdoms) or Samguksagi (The Chronicles of the Three Kingdoms).
Although such works show differences in how hyo begins and

develops, they share the same value of what hyo is like in that true



filial piety is to keep both the bodies and minds of parents
comfortable by understanding their physical and emotional needs.
Chapter III discusses the process of realizing hyo, with focus on the
narrative spaces of Jeokseonguijeon. In terms of the story’s motifs,
the discussion distinguishes among the narratives of exploration,
heroism and return which take place in three different spaces:
Seocheonseoyeok, China and Anpyeongguk. The narrative space
Seocheonseoyeok represents the motivation of Seongui’'s hyo and his
qualification as a filial performer through the narrative of exploration.
In the narrative of heroism, China is a space of hardship where
Seongui becomes blind without returning to his country, but on the
other hand, a space of recovery from such hardship. Further, Prince
Seongui acquires a heroic status and grows more heroic in the
process of overcoming the hardship. Anpyeongguk is a place where
Seongui's exploratory journey begins and ends and a space where his
hyo becomes complete with his return as a hero,
obstructers/antagonists are castigated, and rewards are made for
succession to the throne. Hyo for Seongui serves as heroic
qualification and achievement, and in Jeokseonguijeon it means
heroism. The fraternal conflict revealed in the process of realizing
hyo is a narrative tool for emphasis on hyo, and in the story’'s ending
the death penalty for Hangui suggests that ‘no emphasis is placed on

brotherly affection.



Based on the discussions in Chapters II and III, Chapter IV
examines the universality and value of hyo through its meaning and
value revealed in Jeokseonguijeon. For example, a discussion of the
universal meaning and value of hyo is provided by taking a number
of tales of filial devotion recorded in Samgukyusa, the shamanic
ancestry myth Baridegi, Simcheongjeon which tells the story of one
daughter’'s filial piety by self-sacrifice, and Jeokseonguijeon. This
chapter indicates that the complete form of hyo is associated with
overcoming ‘hardships. In addition, Seo Yu-yeong's Yukmidangi
which is thought to have been influenced by Jeokseonguijeon
emphasizes brotherly affection through fraternal conflict, upholding
the meaning of hyo shown in Jeokseonguijeon.

The thought of hyo emphasized in Jeokseonguijeon is significant
in the sense that it constituted literary movements in the
novelization of Buddhist tales and played a pivotal role in the
novelization process. Further, at that time, hyo was considered most
important in all areas of society, culture and politics because it was
believed to provide a core value of underlying ideological bases.
The thought of hyo themed in novels or stories helped form a
public consensus and made the stories touching and enlightening.
This would be the universality and value of hyo on which

Jeokseonguijeon was intended to place emphasis.
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