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ABSTRACT

Qualitative Study of Conflicts between Young Children
with Disabilities and Those without Disabilities in
Reverse-inclusive Classroom of Daycare Center for

Young Children with Disabilities

Kim, Yu jin
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

This study was conducted to explore the causes for conflicts and seek
solutions for the conflicts between young children with disabilities and
those without disabilities through an observation of their daily lives in a
reverse—inclusive classroom of children with disabilities into which those
without disabilities are integrated. Research questions for the research

purpose are set up as follows:

First, what are the causes of the conflicts between young children
with disabilities and those without disabilities occurring in a
reverse—inclusive classroom of a daycare center for children with

disabilities?



Second, what are methods of solving the conflicts between them in the

classroom?

This study was conducted with 3-, 4- and 5-year-old children with
disahilities and those without disabilities in a reverse-inclusive classroom
of W. Daycare Center, a daycare center for children with disabilities
located in Seoul. The research period was a total of 17 weeks from
November 3, 2014 through February 27, 2015, and data were collected
through methods such as participatory observation, in—-depth interviews,
video recording, sound recording and collecting reference materials. The
data collected through the above methods were transcribed in detail, and
notes were made. Reading them repeatedly, meanings were drawn
through coding that classifies, organizes and categorizes the contents,

and subjects were established and interpreted.

The main results of this study produced based on this are summarized
as follows.

First, as a result of an analysis of the causes of a conflict occurring
between young children with disabilities and those without disabilities,
the one-sided expression of interest by those with disabilities aroused
the conflict. In other words, a conflict situation took place as one child
committed a one-sided act towards another child without care, out of
interest in the other child’s toy, thing or another peer. In addition, a
conflict was aroused by poor communication between young children

with disabilities and those without disabilities, and the characteristics of



the disabilities that those with disabilities, too, acted as a cause for a
conflict. In other words, the conflict occurred because of the autistic
tendency of young children with disabilities or auditory characteristics
that they could not understand what they heard.

Second, as for the subjects of the solution of a conflict between young
children with disabilities and young children without disabilities, the
solution was divided into that by the teacher and young children. First,
there was a solution by the teacher’s intervention, instead of that by
yvoung children with disabilities and young children without disabilities, in
which the teacher made the children understood through the description
of the current situation and help those who had difficulty in using the
language, or corrected their behaviors. Also, the children asked help
through the teacher’s force, verbal and physical support to solve the
conflict, and when a safety-related conflict situation occurred due to
unexpected behaviors of young children with disabilities, the teacher
solved the conflict with a quick deal, even though they did not ask the
teacher for help,

On the other hand, the method used most often by young children as
a solution was one through physical force, such as pushing, paying back,
depriving and a trial of strength. In addition, they tried to solve a
conflict through expressions of negative emotions such as crying, scream
or yelling, throwing a tantrum and throttle hold, rather than verbal
expression. Also, instead of the teacher’s intervention, the young children
solved it with independent negotiation or compromise, and young children

without disabilities corrected the behaviors of young children with



disabilities to solve the conflict. In a certain situation, there was a
solution by young children with disabilities only, in which the conflict
was solved by their stubbornness or transference of their interest to a
person, action or object, regardless of the conflict situation. To the
contrary, there was a solution only by vyoung children without
disabilities, who unilaterally accepted or gave up or avoid a conflict
situation to solve the conflict. Lastly, there was a solution by the
intervention of a third party peer, who did not have anything to do with
the conflict situation, through an act out of good faith, wanting to help

terminate the conflict.
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