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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Collection of Medium and Short—Length

stories, (Chuanqi) by Zhang A1l ling

Lee, Sun — Mi
Department of Chinese
Language & Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This paper presents the analysis results of (Chuanqi) , the representative
collection of works by Zhang Ailing(1920—1995), one of China's utmost
contemporary authors. It is a collection of her novels published in the
1940s and well demonstrates her unique writing style.

She went through the resistance period against the ruling Japanese, but she
did not write resistance works unlike other authors that underwent the
period. She rather enjoyed depicting the trivial daily lives of ordinary
people. In her {(Chuanqgi) , she offers a good description of the anxious
psychology and confusing identity of figures in a situation where the old
and new culture were mixed together. It seems that her descriptions
represent the psychology of modern people that have a difficult time

adapting to the rapidly changing society today, which makes it significant
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to investigate her collection of works, {(Chuanqi} .

Chapter 1 of Introduction reviewed the state of previous studies and set
the research methodology and scope. Chapter 2 traced her life since one
can better understand a writer's works by understanding his or her life.
Chapter 3 looked into the time and space backgrounds of {(Chuanqgi) .
The results on the time background were used to figure out the impacts of
her family, social, and period environments like war on her {(Chuanqi} .
The space background was examined with a focus on Shanghai and Hong
Kong to understand the significance of the two cities in her works. In
addition, the urban spaces in {Chuanqi) were divided into apartment
buildings, manors, and streetcars, whose symbolic meanings were also
examined.

Chapter 4 divided the major figures in her works into female and male
subjects and conducted analysis of them. Section 1 further divided the
female subjects into patriarchal female subjects, dichotomous female
subjects from a male perspective, intellectual female subjects, female
subjects with contrasting maternity, and female subjects with the Electra
and Cinderella Complex, examining the unique features of each female
subject category. Section 2 further divided male subjects into disrupted
male subjects, patriarchal male subjects, male subjects in Oedipus Complex,
male subjects of incest, and intellectual male subjects, examining each of
those categories.

Chapter 5 delved into expressive techniques. Section 1 examined how
various images were utilized in {Chuanqi) , focusing on the parts where

the usage of synesthesia image was prominent. Section 2 divided the uses
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of symbolism into color symbolism, natural object symbolism, inanimate
object symbolism, and others. Section 3 analyze the Sumisanggwan
technique used in her works.

The study is significant in that it has broadened the scope of interpreting
(Chuanqi) by Zhang Ailing by Iinvestigating 1its time and space

background, characteristics of characters, and expressive techniques.
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