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ABSTRACT

Investigation of the Free Semester Music Program Operation
and its Teachers’ Perceptions

Shin Eun Bee
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’ s University

This study aims to seek methods of improving Free Semester music
programs through an investigation of the Free Semester music elective
programs operated in Gyeonggi-do Province and the teachers’ perception of
the program. To achieve the objective, in-depth interviews of 15 current
music teachers have been conducted. All interviews were analyzed on
Microsoft Excel based on their transcripts. The result of the analysis are as
follows.

Firstly, to further diversify Free Semester music programs, regional
infrastructure must be improved and teachers must have more opportunities
to develop their expertise through training. Schools and institutions for youths
in the region make liaisons to create and share programs, giving students
more options from which to choose their electives. Teachers should be able
to access training whenever and wherever.

Secondly, further support towards improving the efficiency of the music



programs is required. While teachers thought that the budget sponsored by
the Ministry of Education was sufficient, they still felt a shortage of space
designed for teaching music, and challenges hiring music teachers. As such,
more venues that are fit for music programs must be secured, and more
teachers need to be hired for the operating music programs.

Thirdly, there needs to be a highly objective performance index. Free
Semester music program teachers were experiencing difficulties giving
students their evaluation on performance in a narrative manner. A objective
basis that is in line with the purpose of the Free Semester program such as
a clear evaluation guideline or an evaluation best practice booklet will help
lighten the teachers’ the burden in giving students an a fair and

comprehensive evaluation.
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