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ABSTRACT

A study on the symbolistic presentation for

two faces of freedom

- Focusing on the Researcher’'s Own Works -

Nam Younghwa
Majored 1n Sculpture
(Graduate School of Plastic Arts

Sungshin Women's University

A soclety enlightens an individual, while an individual contributes to the
development of the society where she belongs to. However, at the same time,
a society interfere personal liberty, while an individual confront the absolute
authority of the society. It appears that any individual does not have any
trouble enjoying freedom thanks to technological advancement and civilization.
Nevertheless, this kind of freedom can only be defined as the 'freedom’ of
religion, politics, and the force of nature. Therefore, people are even far from

"fundamental freedom’, which characterize independent decision making.

As a matter of fact, people in the modern society ’believe’ that they

possess unprecedented freedom in consequence of mass media, mass products,



diverse social structures, and political environments. Conversely, the soclety is
becoming homogeneous as its members give up their own uniqueness, but
follow 'mass deliberative decision’ controlled by 'desire’, both for personal

identity and for materialistic benefits.

The present author has been representing personalities disturbed by the two
faces of freedom. The contemporary society disguises person uniqueness by
perceiving 1its members as a homogeneous group. Simultaneously, the
individuals choose to live as elements of the homogeneous group in the fear
of alienation and isolation from the society, even though in t heir deep in

minds, they seek for distinctiveness.

The present thesis 1s composed of three chapters, all of which elaborate the
theoretical background, the interpretation of materials used, and the manners

of representing the present author's work.

The purpose of this study will be explained by the Chapter 1. In the
Chapter 2, the theoretical background of the present author’'s work will
demonstrates the conflict between negative and positive freedoms. Also, it
describes the homogeneity resulted from the conflict, by illustrating the theory
of 'the spiral of silence’ and the cases of the social homogeneity. The
analysis of the present author’'s work will also be rationalized by assessing
the demonstration methods of symbolism, the reasons and significance of its
structure. This present study will be concluded by summarizing and

presenting the directions for the future study in the Chapter 3.
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