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ABSTRACT

The influences of formative activities
through the nature experiences

on young children’s emotional intelligence and creativity

Lim, Mi-sun
Dept. of Early Childhood. Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study has been performed to research how the formative
activities through the nature experiences affect the emotional intelligence
and creativity and to provide the basic data for teaching-learning
methods so that it can help young children improve emotional

intelligence and creativity.

The research issues set by these study purpose are as follows.
1. How do formative activities through the nature experiences

influence the intelligence of young children?
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2. How do formative activities through the nature experiences affect

yvoung children’s creativity?

This study has been aimed at 36 young children of two classes under
4 year-old at A Kkindergarten in Pyeongtaek. Among them 18 young
children have been chosen as the experiment group and another group of
18 young children have been established as the comparative group.

The young children in the experiment group have experienced the
formative activities through the nature experiences 16 times, twice a
week for 8 weeks from May 18th to July 9th in 2009. The formative
activities through the nature experience have been performed by
individual or as small groups of 6 to 7 young children and the nature
experiences have proceeded for 35 to 40 minutes and integrated
formative activities have been done for 30 minutes. Mostly, the activities
have been performed on the same day. Except the time spent in the
formative activities and the nature experiences, all the schedule of the
experiment group and the comparative group are same. While the young
children of the experiment group did the formative activities through the
nature experiences, those of the comparative group talk about the
life-related subject and then performed the general formative activities.

The measure which Byungrae-lee(1997) and Eun-young Song(2008)
modified and supplemented based on the emotional intelligence of

Salovey and Mayer(1996) has been used in order to check the young
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children emotional intelligence. This inventory consist of 31 items for
teacher’ young children observation. Korean Comprehensive Creative
Test for Young Children, K-CCTYC) by Kyung-won Jeon(2000) has
been utilized to measure young children’s creativity.

The collected data have been processed by SPSS 14.0. To analyzed the
effect of the formative activities through the nature experiences on
yvoung children’s emotional intelligence and creativity, ANCOVA has
been performed.

The result of this study are summarized as follows.

First, the formative activities through the nature experiences have a
positive effect on young children’s emotional intelligence. The young
children in the experiment group of the formative activities through the
nature experiences have meaningfully improved in the scores of
self-awareness and self-expression, self-regulation, others—awareness,
others-regulation and interpersonal relation compared to the young
children of comparative group.

Second, the formative activities through the nature experiences have a
positive impact on young children’s creativity. The young children who
have experienced the formative activities through the nature experiences
have improved in scores of fluency and flexibility.

To sum up the results above, the formative activities through the
nature experiences have a positive influence on vyoung children’s

emotional intelligence and creativity.
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