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ABSTRACT

Reinterpreting Mythical Imagery through Natural Forms

- Focused on my sculpture research -

Yue , Qi
Department of Fine Arts
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

What Significance Does Mythology Hold for Us Today? In modern society, myt
hology is often considered to arise from human ignorance about nature. With the
advancement of science and technology, humans are becoming increasingly detache
d from nature, leading to a growing emptiness in the spiritual world. This study e
xplores the close relationship between mythology and nature through mythological
theory, combining it with the ideology of modern people to evoke mythological i
magination, and focuses on filling the spiritual void in people. This research inves
tigates the impact of sculptural art in contemporary art on the human psyche, payi
ng attention to the relationship between the ideology of modern society and mytho
logy.

What form should mythology take in modern society? Modern people commonly
believe that myths originate from human ignorance about nature. I have a keen in

terest in combining natural materials with sculptural art, exploring the beauty of ar
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t and nature, and the boundaries and interactions between the artificial and natural.
Under the ideology of modern society, this study explores how to reinterpret myth
ological images, delves into the various interactions between material (medium) an
d image, and seeks ways to enrich the viewer's psyche through sculptural creation.

This study clarifies the importance of mythological images in contemporary soci
ety and emphasizes that the subtle influence on the spiritual dimension permeates
the process of human societal development. Claude Lévi-Strauss, through his resear
ch on myths and legends, explored the existence of myths using a structuralist me
thodology and established a solid foundation for mythological studies by finding c
ontemporary meanings in myths.

The formation of myths and legends is closely related to the natural environmen
t and also to human desires and social culture. Based on this analysis, this study
has conducted preliminary research focused on artists who work in various forms
and social aspects. Notable examples include Kim Jong-Young, Tony Cragg, and
Reuben Nakian. This research deeply analyzes how their works are expressed, and
the tendencies, meanings, and concepts of their works.

Additionally, based on preliminary research, I have also conducted a study on
my own works. Firstly, I explored the meaning of myths in modern society throu
gh mythological images; secondly, I conducted applied research on the expression
methods of 'Eungmulsanghyeong' sculpture; thirdly, I investigated the relationship b
etween substance and void through the 'Yeobaek' method, and specifically analyzed
the expression of 'Yeobaek' in the works. This research reinterprets mythological i
mages through the use of natural elements, flexibly combining the features of pop
ular media encountered in daily life with mythological images, and explores the i

mpact of sculptural art in contemporary art on the human psyche.
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However, as a researcher influenced by modern society, the analysis of myths a
nd legends may be limited by reality and the level of knowledge. Despite these li
mitations, this research objectively analyzes preliminary studies to assess the value
of the research. It is necessary to continue observing the surrounding environment
and society, exploring various materials and expression methods. Through this, ther
e is a need to continue new attempts to express the modern person's psyche sculp

turally.

Keywords: Mythology, Image, Sculptural Art, Psyche, Eungmulsanghyeong.
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