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ABSTRACT

A study on the surrealistic expression of self-image and

blank space

- Focusing on the researcher’ s work -

Lim, Jeong Eun
Department of Sculpture
Graduate school of Sculpture

Sungshin Women’ s University

It is natural for those who live in the world to be given a life, but at the
same time, they cannot choose by themselves. We, who were human beings
at birth, are nurtured by society and have already become adults by the
time we recognize the impossibility of choosing life. Society does not leave
humans as children. Humans are asked to take responsibility for raising
themselves and to become sound adults who will lead society. Getting used
to these demands, we take it for granted to become a member of society,
such as waking up in the morning and getting ready to go to work. Most
modern people narrow the gap between the ego and society’s demands by
taking the true human image as their standard. Society’s demands become
the measure of one’s success. However, at the same time, stress is induced

by the irreconcilable gap between the self and society, which can soon

_50_



manifest as mental depression.

In the history of art, works that talk about life, depression, and desires for
the essentials have been passed down since ancient times. No matter which
art trends, the works talking about the essence of life have continued.
Surrealist art is in line with the essence in that it touches on death and
obsessive repetition and being in the real world but does not mention the
real world. The surrealists take a step closer to the death-drive by citing
psychoanalyst Freud’s theory of dreams and the unconscious to explain the
background of their work. Moreover, their artwork is used as an inherent
backlash against society. A German surrealist artist ‘Hans Bellmer’ made
dolls to express resistance against his fascist father and his nation where
Nazi worship was prevalent. The surrealistic human body presented in the
form of a segmented doll was used as an image of resistance to the social
climate of the time. Visual art gives the viewer the initiative of imagination.
The viewer accepts the work and experiences it oneself. As for the
writer’ s artwork, it questions the essence through the surrealistic figure of
a doll with segmented body parts and places it in an imaginary space.

This dissertation examines what are those people instinctively chase after to
fulfill self-actualization needs in life, through the writer’ s artwork.
Furthermore, the paper will study the expression of works in which the
suppressed self appears in the form of a doll. The work appears as a doll in
a space that represents a certain society. The figure of these dolls is
expressed as a segmented body rather than a whole figure. The segmented
body interlocks with the space of the exhibition hall where the work is

placed, creating an atmosphere as if the audience has entered a new space
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when viewing the work. Based on the writer’ s work, the writer considers
the layout of the exhibition space and the way the human body is expressed
and studies pottery as a material and its expression method.

This paper consists of the following research works from 2019 to 2022,
based on the works exhibited for the Master Degree Exhibition in 2022.
Chapter 1: Introduction describes the research direction and purpose of the
writer’ s artwork.

Chapter 2: Main Body

First, it explains the depression and self-actualization caused by the
inevitable oppression received in society. In addition, it analyzes the reasons
why dolls were used as a mean to represent the suppressed ego and space
was analyzed for surrealism as an empirical art.

Second, this paper describes the expression method of the artwork using
segmented human body shapes as substitutes, and based on this, it will
explain the composition of installation space in which the artwork is placed.
Lastly, it introduces the seven pieces of the writer’ s artworks with each
creation method and work description.

Chapter 3: Conclusion summarizes the content and suggests future work

directions.
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