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2359 olZdd, Fold A, 120x181cm, 2004
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A Papyrus Showing The Ancient Marc Chagall, The Juggler, 1943
Egyptian god Thoth

Poblo Picasso,Minotaur Caressing a sleeping Woman, 1933



Poblo Picasso, Guernica, 349x775cm, 1937
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A Study on a Self-portrait as Expression of Identity
- Focused on the Author's Works -

Han-na Lee
Major in Western Painting

The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This study is to identify many factors included in works focusing on
the author's works and to analyze and define the works on the basis of
the theoretical background.

The author has painted a series of self-portrait from 2002 to 2004, in
which the person herself was the theme and the subject matter.
Painting a self-portrait has begun with a question relating to identity
such as asking 'Who am I?' where the author was not formatized and
expressed actually but looked by a new vision with unconscious and
imaginary thoughts.

The author painted self-portraits as a place expressing the inside and
self-conscious method as well as a tool expressing self-loving,
self-esteem, self-help and self-compassion. The self-portrait shows
one's own appearance, describes features of formative style and
displays what a person perceives himself/herself - the self-portrait is a
genre expressing self-consciousness.

The author painted self-portraits to understand a root of herself from
a unconscious region beyond conscious region and to show the author's

identity. The author's works show individualization, in which the author



can identify herself in person, and is a kind of efforts to find
subject.

The essence of art is imagination. The imagination is derived from
human depth mentality and the basic surface of people is filled with
wisdom stimulating potentiality. It is a dream and myth to express it in
the surface of consciousness. Myth is a story telling a mythical things
or events in the beginning or the world, which expresses great creation
or achievement of a miracle with reality.

To knowing a myth of someone means knowing his/her internal desire
and a goal as well as the standard in selecting a certain thing in
his/her lives. Therefore, it is considered that people without a myth do
not have a root.

Myth has affected greatly art of all eras and countries including Egypt,
Greece, Rome, India, China and Korea. Art in various countries has
their own formative style whereas it has symbols consistent with other
countries' art. A kind of hybrid creatures such as Half-human and
half-animal can be found in art of about all countries. The forms shown
in the author's works are likely to be based on this source. However,
images of hybrid creates in the author's works are also based on myth
and further have been applied to Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari's
'Becoming anima." The author was to examine and experiment new
things with self-portraits of animal beyond the current rule 'the person

in question is just person in existence.'
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