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ABSTRACT

An analysis on the inquiry activities for

self-directed learning

- focused on the ’'social studies’ textbook of tenth grade -

Cho, Min
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study is to analyze how much effectively the social studies
textbooks of tenth grade in the seventh curriculum, especially the
inquiry activities, reflect the self-directed Ilearning. The inquiry
activities are given more weight and their importance is also
underscored in the seventh curriculum because of the emphasis on the
self-directed learning. Therefore in this study, the inquiry activities
are analyzed to evaluate whether they are equipped with the factors
to support the self-directed learning.

Three kinds of social studies textbooks of tenth grade are analyzed
by the four criteria. The results of the analyses are as follows;

Firstly, the inquiry activities in the three kinds of the textbooks



count for 36.1%6 on the average. To take the fact into consideration
that one inquiry activities include two to four questions, this is not
small portion.

Secondly, the analysis on whether they enhance the learning
motivations suggests that in terms of quantity, it is desirable that
there are much information and material for learning, meanwhile in
the qualitative side, they lack the guidelines for self-initiated problem
solving and explanatory materials are large in numbers so that it is
insufficient to enhance the learning motivations.

Thirdly, the analysis on whether they present the tasks to induce
the cognitive conflict’ showed that the type of comparison and
analysis of the materials and the type of learning contents
confirmation accounted for 70%. According to the analysis on the
types of the questions, the closed questions (72.0%) take much more
proportion than the open questions(27%). Though the type of
comparison and analysis of the materials, the type of learning contents
confirmation and the closed questions can help to reconfirm and
analyze the learning contents, they can be considered to induce the
cognitive conflicts.

Fourthly, the analysis on the proportions of the discussion and
cooperation activities to produce the opportunities to reconsider the
learning contents showed that the discussion and cooperation activities
accounted for very small portion as low as 6.1% and 0.7%
respectively. In qualitative terms, the procedure and process of the

cooperative activities are not presented and the answers for the



questions in the discussion activities are easily found in the materials
or in the main texts.

The suggestions of the analysis on the inquiry activities are as
follows;

Firstly, for the contents of the inquiry activities, the tasks that give
much room for various ways of thoughts should be presented. That is
to say, the contents should reflect the relations to the main texts and
the ’contextualization’ that the learners face in the daily lives of the
social studies in order to enhance the motivations and self-directed
learning. With the explanatory materials, the multi approaches are
needed to present the various materials such as the virtual scenario
and the materials related to the current issues.

Secondly, the discussion and cooperation activities of the social
studies textbooks are not only small in numbers but also insufficient
in the quality. They are rather the confirmation of the main text than
the discussion activities in real term. Therefore the improvements are
needed both in terms of quantity and quality.

Thirdly, one of the most important things for the self-directed
learning is the easy access of the learners to the tasks. Therefore, the
specific procedure and process should be presented altogether.

Fourthly, the inquiry activities in the social studies textbook of the
tenth grade account for much portion. Though the opportunities for
the self-directed learning are enlarged while the explanatory texts are
reduced, it should be reconsidered that in practical terms the contents

are sufficient to implement the self-directed learning.
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