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, 130.3x386.6cm, acrylic, mixed material on panel, 2020
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ABSTRACT

Study on the Value and Visual Expression Techniques of
Self-reflective Landscape Painting

— Focusing on My Artworks —

Lim, Ye jin
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper focuses on researching the value of self-reflective landscapes
through various visual expressions, centered around the artworks created
between 2020 and 2023, including those exhibited in the June 2023 solo
exhibition "Whispering Forest." When life becomes exhausting or challenging,
we often yearn for our own safe utopia temporary refuge from the
complexities and hardships of reality. However, such a place serves only as a
momentary escape from reality, unable to entirely transform into a permanent

sanctuary within our lives.

My personal refuge is a mountain located in the rural area I frequented
during my childhood. Revisiting this place after a long absence due to the
busyness of life evoked a strange yet familiar emotion within me. Confronting

my younger self amid the unchanging nature provided me with renewed

_30_



strength. Encapsulated within my emotions, the mountain transformed into a
special landscape, no longer just ordinary nature but awakening as a
profound sanctuary where 1 desired to linger continuously. Yet, practical

constraints prevented me from residing there indefinitely.

In a bid to sustain that tranquility, I began depicting natural landscapes.
My act of painting forests symbolizes my ongoing effort to create an ideal
refuge accessible at any time. At first glance, it may appear to be a common
representation of a mountain. However, upon closer inspection, it resonates
vividly, resembling fleeting impressions behind closed eyelids, employing
multiple layers of vivid textures created by the chunks of paint applied using

a child's roller.

Reality is far from seamless. Therefore, through my artworks, I aim to
engage and empathize with others, fostering conversations and empathy. I
continue my painting endeavors and explore various methods like installations
or performances to encourage active participation from audiences. I hope that
my work prompts individuals seeking refuge from reality to introspect their
present circumstances and find solace, even momentarily. Furthermore, I
aspire for audiences to vividly blend their envisioned ideals with their current

reality, serving as a catalyst to navigate the present they encounter.
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