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Abstract

Korean and Chinese Mothers in the Competition
for Entrance Exam

: A Comparative Study of Mothers in the Educatio

nal-based Drama {Sky Castle) and <{Sobyeol-ri)

ZHANG JINGYI
Department of Media Communication

Graduate School of Sungshin University

Television dramas are based on realistic aspects of real life and
also suggest a structure of discussion about cultural coexistence by
dealing with modern social phenomena and key issues. Currently,
the interest of women, mothers, and entrance examination competi
tion is being activated in Korea and China, and to date, many cul
tural contents have been shared through long cultural exchanges.

The purpose of this study is to examine the entrance examinatio

n education problems, social structural differences and mothers' sta
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tus in the two countries by analyzing the mother's role in educatin
g and managing children by reviewing educational dramas produce
d in Korea and China. The two dramas, which had good ratings
and ratings in each country, have the same overall narrative struct
ure, including character settings and stories, but also differ due to
different social conditions in the two societies. This study is meani
ngful in revealing the differences between Korean and Chinese entr
ance examination education issues through reproduced comparisons
in the competition for entrance exams in dramas. In this paper, th
e two dramas are analyzed through text narrative analysis focusing
on major topics such as management and control of academic per
formance, private education, and home education. The analysis res
ults are summarized as follows.

First, mothers in <Sky Castle) have to be strict in management
and control to achieve outstanding academic performance, with th
e most important value in their children's education. In {Sobyeol-r
i», children's academic performance is the mother's biggest concer
n, and in a Chinese society where competition in society is inevita
ble, entrance exams are inevitably a priority for children's educatio
n. Secondly, in {Sky Castle), mothers pay special attention to priv

ate education and do not hesitate to invest too much in order to
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make their children successful in the competition. Mothers of <So
byeol-riy are also investing in their children's private education as
the way and standards of competition for entrance exams change.
The third conveys the message in {Sky Castle) that the mother's e
ducation outlook plays a decisive role in the process of her child's
growth by showing families implementing proper and reasonable h
ome education on excessive academic performance—oriented educat
ional counterpoint. In {Sobyeol-riy, mothers value academic perfo
rmance, show paranoid obsession and the side effects, raising view
ers awareness of excessive entrance education.

The mothers of both countries, reproduced in the two dramas, s
how a common attitude in the competition for entrance exams. Fi
rst, managing and controlling a child's academic performance and
physically and psychologically putting a heavy burden on his or h
er child's health in order to achieve high. Second, mothers actively
invest in education, show enthusiasm and unconditionally devote t
hemselves to their children's studies if they are helpful to their chil
dren's studies. Third, they tend to raise their children according to
their own plans and goals, ignoring their children's intentions and
feelings.

However, the two dramas also show differences between mother
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s. First, in <Sky Castley, the mother is a stay—at—home mom, so
she tends to take more extreme measures during her children's ent
rance education, and <Sobyeol-ri) mother is less able to concentr
ate on her children in consideration of work and work, so the int
ensity of management and control is low. Second, in <Sky Castl
e>, while mothers pursue success in domestic entrance exams with
the highest goal of entering prestigious Korean universities, the mo
ther of <Sobyeol-ri) wants to send her children abroad for their
own sake at a time when avoiding Chinese entrance education an
d choosing to study abroad has become a mainstream phenomeno
n. Third, while mothers prohibit their children from extracurricula
r activities and impose behavioral controls in <Sky Castle), mothe
rs try to dominate their children in all respects, body and spirit.
To sum up, the study has conducted a comparative analysis of
mothers in the competition between Korean and Chinese admissio
ns through characters in dramas from both countries. Based on th
e same genre, <{Sky Castle) and <{Sobyeol-ri) share basic elements
in the main characters, relationships, and events, and as we saw e
arlier, the two dramas clearly differ in their mother's attitude or b
ehavior in the competition for entrance exams. The attitudes and i

mages of mothers in each of the two countries' dramas are meani
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ngful in pointing out problems to viewers, delivering messages and
cultural exchanges between the two countries. However, drama is
based on fiction and the reality that these two dramas reveal is re
grettable whether they can represent the integrity of Korean and C

hinese society.

Key words: reenactment, TV drama, mother, entrance examinatio

n, education
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