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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Neo—Confucianism of Im Yoonjidang

Kim Jae Im
Department of Chinese Classics
Gratuate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This study aimed at the reillumination on woman philosophy of
Chosun period which has been turned away in the meantime
including the position of Im Yoonjidang(fE #, 1721~1793) as a
woman scholar of Neo—Confucianism by examining the life and
thought of Im Yoonjidang who lived in the 18th century that it was
tabooed for women to mention learning through analyzing the
posthumous manuscript of Yoonjidang which was published after
3years since Im Yoonjidang died.

Yoonjidang could be absorbed in the world of learning from
childhood unlike then general period emotion through the support of
families including the second elder brother who was a great master
of Neo-Confucianism of Chosun, Nokmoon Im Sungjoo(FE["] {FE)H,
1711~1788) and the ceaseless self-training after she was born in
the family of scholar of orthodox Neo-Confucianism.

She agonized and speculated on self-existence sense as a human
being and sexual real form nature as a woman deeply, while she
studied  Confucian  scripture, history book and book of
Neo—-Confucianism. So, she made the proposition of

Neo-Confucianism, 'Human beings are most precious out of universe



nature and the true character of all the human beings that the
principle of the source of the dual principle of Yin and Yang was
given is good' as her own thought base. And, while she clarified
that there is not essential difference between sage who can be
referred to as complete character body and common people finally
and insisted that anybody may be sage if she make efforts, she
made efforts for the learning of age with the attitude of learning
like Ann  Yeon(#iil, BC.521-BC.490).

But, in then society emotion, she could not devote herself to
only learning and she was faithful to the duty of women. So, her
writings were not many quantitatively in comparison with
contemporary other male scholars, but the writings recorded in
Yoonjidang  Yugo(/Z % i fi) g shows all  her  high-level
philosophical speculation.

Yoonjidang said that reason is the true form of energy and
energy is the vessel of reason abou the relation between reason and
energy. Then, this is one and two and two and one. So, she
unfolded the point of an argument in the dimension of not mixing
mutually and not separating mutually.

And, by saying that the spontaneous operation of the cosmic
dual forces is reason, and energy many not be expressed without
reason but reason may not be contained without energy, she
emphasized not separating between reason and energy, that is,
mixing nature all the more. In addition, by saying that the source
of the dual principle of Yin and Yang, that is, reason is immanent in
energy to be concrete phenomenon, while she insisted that reason
may not exist independently by transcending energy, she refuses the
existence of reason to manage energy outside energy. That is, she
recognized the purely good nature, such reason, and managing by

taking the responsibility etc. of reason, but she didn't recognize the



transcendental nature about energy. Thus, about the theory that
reason 1s front and energy is rear that reason generates energy, she
set about uncovering the truth positively, saying that people
misunderstood the words of Chu-tzu. Because reason and energy
become two things, if there are front and rear. Thus, view of
reason and energy of Yoonjidang negates that reason is precious
and energy is humble which is the theory of value.

On the basis of this view of reason and energy, Treatise of
human nature of Yoonjidang is discussed centering around the
understanding of human true character to be based on ethical
doctrine that man's inborn nature is good and around what should be
to have to realize it. While Yoonjidang said that there are only
benevolence, righteousness, etiquette, and intelligence in nature and
that it is purely good and there may not be evil, she said that all
the bases of all things under heaven are good as they have nature
but that it gets to fall into evil as it is concealed by energy. That
1s, she said that evil doesn't originate in energy but it is the
difference of some. muchor little partiality which are based on the
purity and impurity of disposition. Thus, by refusing the dichotomic
composition of Isunkiak that former reason is good and energy is
evil and insisting that the base of energy is only one, Yoonjidang
established theoretical base to be able to realize ethical doctrine
that man's inborn nature is good which was formed by accepting
reason to be purely good. So, the necessity of moral training to
restore the disposition contaminated with evil to true character to be
purely good is raised. And, she recognized this moral training as
question of the moment that all the people should realize regardless
of men and women.

Yoonjidang  recognized only the difference of natural

predisposition and role of men and women but she didn't recognize



the distinction of men and women in true character. And, she
believed that anybody may reach the state of sage firmly, if people
have an object in view and make effort sincerely.

And, she realized the life of moralist that she wasn't lazy even
for a moment for the efforts toward sage during her lifetime.

Though Yoonjidang failed to expand the identity of human true
character in 'sage and common people are same kind.' that she
advocated to concrete and practical methodology for 'both sexes are
equal' which is meant today, let's understand it as the limit of the
period. And, this researcher expects that the thought of
Neo-Confucianism of Yoonjidang may have influence on moderns,
especially, modern women in the 21st century. As Yoonjidang
showed that women may cultivate nature and establish right view of
moral principles through learning positively, we in modern time will
have to do our best for self-realization as human beings by
completing out own character and maturing inside with ceaseless

learning research and moral practice.
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