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ABSTRACT

The Sense of Ethics and Activities for Patients’ Safety

in Clinical Nurses

Song, Jisoo
Department of Nursing Science
Graduate School of Nursing

Sungshin Women's University

Background: The increasing level of environmental complication of
hospital, increase in patients' severity of disease and complicated
procedure of sophisticated medical technology are resulting in increase
in the number of patients who hurt or die of negligence accident in the
hospital. Nurses are responsible for providing safe and high—quality
medical services to patients as well as needs to put efforts on
patients' safety management. For nurses, a professional occupation
dealing with human life and mind, morality and clear sense of ethics
are very important along with human dignity. This study, in this light,
has been conducted to figure out the influence of the sense of ethics

in clinical nurses on activities for patients' safety management.
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Method: 250 nurses working at K general hospital in Seoul were
participated in this study. With a questionnaire, the data were collected
from 2nd to 14th of June in 2014. The questionnaire was consisted of
60 items in total including 13 items for general characteristics, 30
items for the sense of ethics, and 17 items for patients' safety
management activities. Using SPSS WIN 20.0 program, the data were
analyzed with descriptive statistics, f—test, one—-way ANOVA, Scheffe's

test, and Pearson's correlation coefficient.

Results: The sense of ethics perceived by the research participants in
regard to patient, professional work, and other cooperators were 27.84,
27.49 and 26.26, respectively. In respect to activities for patients'
safety management, the highest score was 4.30 for verbal checking on
prescription. Further, the figures for infection management, pressure
sore prevention, patient check, operation/surgery and administration
related activity were 4.30, 4.27, 4.26, 4.18, 3.96 and 3.66,
respectively. In regard to the sense of ethics among the research
subjects, there were statistically significant differences between age,
marital status, education level, total work experiences, work type,
position, the frequencies of night shift, and average work time. In
contrast, there were no statistically significant differences among
gender, religion, department, recruitment type, educational experiences
about ethics. In regard to activities for patients' safety management,
there were statistically significant differences between age, marital

status, education level, work type, total work experiences and the
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frequencies of night shift. In contrast, there were no correlation with
gender, religion, department, position, average work time and

educational experiences about ethics.

Conclusion: The results from this study indicate that the higher sense
of ethics in clinical nurses may represent better status of safety
management for patient. In addition, the sense of ethics on patient,
professional work, and other cooperators showed positive correlations
with activities for patients' safety management. These may imply that
the sense of ethics in clinical nurses need to be figured out regarding
ethical sense on patient, professional work, and other cooperators in
the organizational level according to the working areas or groups.
Moreover, the evaluation on the results from educational needs to be
supplemented perfectly for the better sense of ethics in clinical nurses
and this will result in improving activities for patients' safety

management.
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