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ABSTRACT

A Study on Comprehensive Learning of Reading and
Writing Using Classic Biography Literature

: focusing on biographies from late Chosun Dynasty

JinHee, Cha
Majoring in Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This paper attempts to develop comprehensive teaching
method of reading and writing related to the classic
biographies, especially focusing on biographies from late
Chosun Dynasty. Current curriculum of Korean language
recommends instructors to teach Korean language to the
students by combining various learning factors within each
domain as well as between different domains together that can
lead integrative learning procedure of Korean language.
However, this is not the case in most classrooms due to the
lack of comprehensive curriculum or textbook, which resulted in
difficulty of applying this goal into the actual educational fields.
In case of literature, despite the nominal purpose of cultivating

literary ability through reading/accepting as well as



writing/creating, learning factors and exercises suggested in the
textbook usually fall short of reaching this goal, limited to only

reading and appreciating the pieces.

In order to analyze comprehensive education in reading and
writing, this paper first examines the concept and development
of classic biography literature. It subsequently investigates the
approach of current curriculum and textbook to the biography
literature and examine what kind of learning factors receives
most focus and how the proportion of classic pieces is in the
textbook. Through this, the value of discussing classic
biography literature from an aspect of comprehensive education
spanning both reading and writing and the importance of
finding directions for improving current education method are

confirmed.

Next, the paper examines the biography writing sections
presented in the Writing Sentences textbook in order to
supplement the writing aspect in literature education that
heavily emphasizes reading at present. Biography writing is
categorized into a theme under the subject of “Writing for
Information Delivery” . This classification, which is biased
toward factual and informational characteristic of biographies,
can lead to graving result where the students learn biography
writing as a mere listing of information regarding the life of a
person without understanding its literary features. Hence,

concluding that comprehensive learning process that combines



classic biography literature with biography writing will draw
positive learning results from various aspects, such as reading
and writing, understanding and expression, and appreciation and
creation, this paper looks for learning directions that can

incorporate this idea.

As for the learning procedure, after leading learners’
understanding and appreciating through reading by first
presenting the pieces, writing exercises are suggested based on
writing theory that emphasizes writing process. This not only
enables the learners to simply understand the life story of the
person by reading the biography, but it also guides them
through learning about writing activities, which include setting
characters appearing in the piece, collecting relevant data,
formalizing the person that reveals his/her characteristics, and

evaluating the personality.
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