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1. Polar. (a) Lowlands (Tundra type)
(b) Highlands (Ice-cap type)

2. The cool temperate regions

(a) Western margin (West European
type)

(b) Eastern margin (Quebec type)

(c) Interior lowlands (Siberian
type)

(d) Interior mountain area (Altai

type)
3. The warm temperate regions
(a) Western margin with winter
rains (Mediterranean type)
(b) The eastern margin with
summer rains (China type)
(c) The interior lowlands (Turan

type)
(d)and the plateau (Iran type)
4. (a) The west tropical deserts (Sahara type)
(b) East tropical lands (Monsoon type)
(c) Inter-tropical tablelands (Sudan type)
5. Lofty tropical or sub-tropical mountains (Tibetan type)
6. Equatorial lowlands (Amazon type)

%3] . Herbertson, A. J.(1905), p.307.

a3 11. AAY AR FEGEIHE
o]3]d, 1991:260 4 A&

<, 1905)
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Regional Geography

of Korea during the Japanese Rule

Kang, Soon—-Dol

Major 1n Historical Geography

Department of Geography

The Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

This study is mainly concerned with characteristics of
the regional geography of Korea published during the
Japanese rule. It explores what the regional geography of
Korea was written for, extracts the essential contents
from it, and draws a basic geographical concept and a
regional geographical description methods used to
describe the regional geography of Korea.

For this study, I have analyzed both periodic and
regional geographical contexts in the regional geography
of Korea. I have also examined the Korea's regional
geography literature during the Japanese rule with the
comparative method between the three nations(the Korean

people, the Japanese, and the Westerners) and the
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analysis of time cross section. This literature was chosen
as examples among resources for the regional geography
of Korea.

Colonial occupation by Japanese 1mperialism and its
colonial policy influenced Korea's cultural environment for
researchers of the Korean people to collect the resources
of regional geography and publish the regional geography
at that time. It led to a big gap between the numbers of
published literature of the regional geography according
to these three nations. This brought differentiated
publishing of it, in other words, the authors' differentiated
purposes of writing it. As regional contexts related to
contemporary regional geography's development, we
cannot cross out the influence by Western modern
regional geography. It has been developed along with
Western 1mperialism, and outstandingly accomplished a
geographic understanding of certain regions through
investigation. This regional geography as one of the
western modern studies spread to Japan, and then Korea.

The regional geography of Korea was categorized as
physical geography, human geography, and regional
geography. Each was composed similarly to the Hettner's
regional geographical diagram. In other words, they
consisted of essential contents: Location, landform,
climate, and natural products in the physical geography.

Industry, transportation, culture, and population in the
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human geography. Regional division, physical geography,
human geography, and small-scale regional geography in
the regional geography.

It also contained not only these contents but also basic
geographical concepts, e. g. geographical location,
distribution, the relationship between nature and human
beings, changes of the region, and location of industry
throughout the regional geography. This was reported in
the ways of description of geographical phenomenon as
well as causational explaining of the relationship among
them. To describe systematic geography, the mothed of
comparing the geographical phenomenon among regions
was used. These way of description were the same as
the ones used in Western regional geography.

Thus this made the inside of the regional geography of
Korea as system, content, geographical concept, and the
mothed of description influenced by the West; the outside
by the colonial occupation of Japanese imperialism causing
the differentiated purposes of writing between the three
nations. These were derived from a different interests of
geography in the same place called Korea.

The method suggested in this study was useful to
examine their different interests by the way of
comparative study between the three nations, and to
analyze the distinct differences which occurred during the

Japanese rule over 35 years through time cross section.
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For further study, I suggest that the Korean peninsula
during the Japanese rule be restored based on regional
historical geography, and then the traditional Korean
regional geography, considered as buried, be excavated
so that the resources for Korea's traditional regional

geography written by the Korean people.
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