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ABSTRACT

Korean tea culture during the Japanese Colonial Period

Sachiko Osada
Dept.of Food and Nutrition
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The culture of Korean tea, having long history, has walked a

different path than Japan where 1 was born and grew up. The
immesurable value of the purely Korean tea culture has been strongly
influenced by neighboring China, but has nevertheless formed its own
unique tea culture and customs.
Koreans and tea were closely related to the production site. Tea was
used as a household medicine and was a means of making a living for
the people around the growing area. Sometimes it was conveyed to
some remote cities and the upper class people enjoyed it.

While becoming a modern society, however, such Korean tea
customs almost disappeared at a stroke. This happened during the
Japanese invasion which lasted some 36 years between 1910 and

1945. This Japanese colonial rule left deep scars in the overall
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Korean culture.

Recently a number of researchers have compiled many records about
the Japanese colonial period. According to these documents, Korea
was significantly changed by Japan’ s sudden policy shift, as well as
the massive migration of Japanese citizens to the Korean peninsula.
This also enormously affected the Korean tea culture at that time.

As the Korean people came in contact with a totally different type
of tea culture during this period, the Korean original tea -culture,
which had developed over a long period, eventually fell into obscurity.

Now, 69 years after welcoming the liberation in 1945, almost too

much time has passed for refreshing the memory of the nearly
forgotten Korean tea culture.
Currently, the generations that endured Japanese colonial rule are
almost gone. In addition, many valuable tea—related historical events
have been disappearing more and more. At this point, [ think it is
very important to collect and organize data related to the Korean tea
culture during the colonial era.

I would like to emphasize that this may be the final opportunity to
grasp the fact that Japanese colonial rule drastically affected the
Korean tea culture.

The reason why I have taken notice of this era was due to a chance
encounter with the book, The Tea and Zen of Chosun Dinasty (%]
Z# & ). This book is a vivid record of Koreans' tea lifestyle in those

days and the writer, leiri kazuo (% A—Mff), reaserched the Korean tea
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production sites himself.

It provided me with enough information to understand the tea
environment and circumstances during that period. This was because
the writer covered the Korean situation from an objective point of
view at that point in time.

I would like to express my deep honor for the opportunity to
convey this record of the Korean tea culture during the colonial
period. To reach the native areas to conduct his research the author
had to endure arduous journeys through the mountains. This is
beyond modern day imagination because of the poor transportation
systems of that time.

The Tea and Zen of Chosun Dinasty (F#f O 4%& f#) by leiri kazuo (%

A—IW) is an indespensible collection of documentary records for tea
researchers because this is the only data that details the Korean tea
culture of the Japanese colonial period. Now finally the original
Japanese book has been translated into a Korean version.
The most difficult thing was to select an inaccessible period as a
research subject, and to then look for rare related information of the
time when I began to this research. In a way, the colonial period
was a 36—year hiatus of Korean tea cultural history.

That is why [ have decided to study the flow of the tea culture at
the time, focusing on the 36 years, with the sincere hope that I leave
a true and accurate record about this historical period and subject. In

conclusion, the purpose of this study is to readjust the Korean tea
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culture during the Japanese colonial era. I would like to preface by
saying that there are no political motivations or personal feelings
involved here, even if there were some problems in selecting the

appropriate terms.

This study is divided into two main parts, both of which are
focused on the Korean tea culture under Japanese colonial
rule (1910—1945).

The first subject is the Korean tea culture of the capital, Gyung
Sung, at that time. I will research the actual condition of the -city,
focusing on tea circulation and consumption and also deal with the tea
room(a kind of tea cafe) or the tea ceremony of Japanese style that
was introduced from Japan during this period. In addition to these, I
will research the new tea drinking customs that spread to the Korean
upper class, as well as organize the mixed background of various
kinds of teas that circulated in this short time period.

Part two is the Korean tea culture around the production site.
Because there are no useful documents, other than The Tea and Zen
of Chosun Dinasty (#fif D45 & ##) relating to the ordinary people's tea
making and drinking, I will organize this study based on the existing
data and my own on-—site survey results that I collected through
direct interviews with the survivors the Japanese occupation of that
time.

With these two results, I intend to identify and then verify the main
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factors for the declining Korean tea culture during the Japanese
colonial era. We will be examining the direct effects of Japanese

occupation on the Korean tea culture during that time period.
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