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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expression of Images through the Shaped

Canvas and Nature in Daily Life

— Focused on the Researcher’s Artworks —

Oh, Su Jin
Department of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This paper analyzes the natural images and organically shaped
unstructured screens that appear in the researcher's works, based on
philosophical and aesthetic theories about ‘nature’ and ‘shaped canvas’. The
perspective on nature varies depending on the sensitivity of each individual
human. By focusing on the life of nature, the researcher discovers the life
of humans living in the city, that is, T-Us,” and expresses this in paintings.

Modern society has enriched human life through technological
advancements, providing a affluent life. However, there are numerous
regulations and restrictions in the life in the city behind it. Michel Foucault
calls it a ‘'disciplined society’ and says it resembles the structure of
Panopticon. Just like the panopticon circular prison that makes people

control their own behavior, people living in modern society are controlled



in an invisible prison. In addition, a competitive life like a wheel causes
serious psychological anxiety and stress. The researcher, who had lived
close to nature during his childhood, began to miss nature after moving to
the city for his studies. However, modern life does not allow for an easy
return to nature.

Before analyzing the researcher’'s works, this paper explores the
background of how the researcher integrated nature into the works and
the theoretical framework behind the changing imagery as the researcher
discovered the self within nature. It discusses Henry David Thoreau’s
Walden, in which he critiques modern society and practices a life in
harmony with nature, as well as Zhuangzi's philosophy of ‘Free and Easy
Wandering GB3&##)’, which seeks mental freedom and liberation from the
constraints of reality. The researcher also found that the traditional
rectangular canvas was unsuitable for expressing the images of nature and
its organic forms. Therefore, the researcher experimented with cutting the
background and creating variously shaped canvas, installed on walls and in
space, to complete a form of painterly installation. This paper analyzes the
researcher’s non-rectangular canvas and examines works by notable artists
who have used shaped canvases.

The researcher discovers the self within nature, feeling that the life of
nature is not unlike the life of T in the city. Within this discovery, the
researcher finds comfort and solace. The researcher finds T in nature and
feels that life in nature is similar to T living in the city, and receives
comfort and consolation from it. The researcher calls people like T living

in the same era ‘Us’ and wants to convey the comfort and consolation



that the researcher has received. The researcher conveys comfort and
consolation through ‘nature’ expressed through art and proposes ‘living

together’.
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