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ABSTRACT

A Study on Exploring Inner Self through Doll and
Social Psychological Expression

- Focusing on Researcher’s work-

Park Su Min
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper studies the personal meanings and social significance of
toys —especially dolls and stuffed animals —as well as the relationships of
psychological influences with and among them with focus on the works
that I created about them from 2017 to 2019. I intend to inspire people’s
inner selves, which have been buried under deep layers of their
memories, by featuring in my artworks toys that I played with as a
child, to the extent that they may also have as children. I also intend to
help them to develop their individuality, identity, and sociality.

I recently recalled the toys that I played with as a child and began to

take more notice of their influence. I realized that they not only act as
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media that recover important childhood experiences that would otherwise
become forgotten but are also objects toward which we direct feelings
that we may experience in a wide range of relationships. Looking
around, I have discovered that many of us have forgotten the toys that
we valued as children. Before, while, and after creating my paintings, I
try to listen carefully to the stories that each toy has to tell. Then, once
again, I try to form meaningful relationships with them. I also hope that
through my artworks, the audience will have an opportunity to reflect on
their social psychology in a fresh light. The primary method of creating
the paintings has been the expression of the silhouettes of toys with
graphite and charcoal powder, and in doing so, I tried to make heard the
stories that each toy has to tell.

In this paper, I analyze the meanings of the toys that are featured in
my three most representative series—Chosang (f51%, Portraits),
Jeongsang (fifilk, Circumstances), and Gunsang (%, Groups) from
personal, psychological, and sociological points of view. By doing so, I
will re-contemplate the values and meanings of the toys and unfold an
in—-depth discourse on the soul searching and reinforcement of
individuality and sociality that the re-contemplation may involve. I hope
that this paper will help you better understand the toys that you played
with as a child, my works created with mine, and society and pursue
greater dreams as more mature individuals connected to our innermost
selves. I also hope that my works will lead to clues for the audience to
gain a holistic understanding about their childhood toys and start

intimate and honest conversations with them.
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