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ABSTRACT

A Study on Psychological Characteristics
of Children and Adolescents

who post Malicious Replies in cyber spaces

Won, Da Heen
Department of Psychology

The Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study was to examine the psychological
characteristics of children and adolescents who post malicious replies in
cyber spaces. The subjects were 711 elementary school - middle school -
high school students recruited from Seoul Metropolitan areas and other
provinces. The scales such as Rosenberg Self-Esteem  Scale,
RCMAS(Revised Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale), CDI(Child’s
Depression Inventory), and FACES-III(Family Adaptability and Cohesion

Scales III) were administered. Data were analysed by using SPSS 17.0.

The results were as follows:

First, the male children and adolescents showed higher frequencies to



write malicious replies than the female children and adolescents. And it
was also found that groups who wrote malicious replies frequently spent
more time, using internet services than the ones who do not.

Second, the children and adolescents who posted malicious replies showed
lower self-esteem than the ones who did not. Additionally, there were
positive correlations between the severity level of writing malicious
replies and the negative emotional level such as anxiety, and depression.
The analysis also indicated that the very frequent malicious repliers
tended to have lower family adaptation and cohesion than the students
with lower frequent malicious repliers. Finally, the Ilimitation and

implication of this study were discussed.

Key words: cyber verbal bullying, malicious reply, self-esteem, anxiety,

depression, family adaptability and cohesion
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