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ABSTRACT

Spatial Characteristic of Movie Theater

Locations and User Behaviors

Lee, Hyun Ju

Major in Geography Education

Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

(Supervised by professor Lee, Keum-Sook)

The demand of the film industry depends on social and economic
changes, and film viewing demand also changes accordingly. Such
demand change also has an impact on the position of movie theater.
As times change, the style of movie theater become different, and
ensuing spatial distribution also changes. Multiplex movie theater,
one of the largest factors to make the growth of Korean film
industry possible can be the product of the evolution of movie
theater. Multiplex movie theaters have been an axis pulling up the
expansion of the Korean film industry, and now the movie industry’s
paradigm 1s changing. The number of Multiplex movie theater is
continuously rising thus far, and its position is also on the rise, as
much as the number of multiplex movie theater. Due to the size and
characteristics of multiplex theater, one commercial sphere 1is
created, and people gather to the sphere, and their activities are
limited to the commercial sphere; in this way, the multiplex movie
theater have a feature reconstructing the city center environment.

Therefore, the need for analyzing spatial location and features of the



multiplex movie theater, which continuously increase, arises. This
study selected Incheon area, where multiplex movies rapidly
increase, looked into what space distribution multiplex movie theater
demonstrate, and analyzed viewers’ movie theater using behaviors by
conducting a questionnaire survey.

The study results can be summarized as follows:

First, in the case of the Gyeonggi and also whole nation, the
number of multiplex movie theater is constantly rising, but Daegu
and Busan areas are in dormant period, after initial rapid growth.
Most major metropolitan cities, such as Seoul, Daejeon, Gwangju, are
growing again after some dormant period and rapid growth in their
initial stage. The increase rates in Chungcheong, Jeolla, Ulsan,
Gyeongsang, Gangwon, and Jeju areas are low, but the multiplex
movie theater are steadily increasing.

Second, the developing periods of the movie theater in Incheon are
categorized into the following: Growth period (1961~1968), Declining
period (1969~1984), Coordinated Growth period (1985~1991),
Coordinated Declining period (1992~1997), and Regrowth period
(1998~2005). The location of movie theater concentrated on old city
center during the Growth and Declining periods, and they showed
spatial expansion during the Coordinated Growth period. During the
Coordinated Growth period, they concentrated on the old city center
again, and they showed spatial expansion during the Regrowth
period. This is correlated with the periodic cycle of the growth and
stagnation of the functions of the old city center and new towns in
Incheon, and the new establishment and closure of movie theater.

Third, as a result of analyzing the viewers use behaviors by
selecting ‘CGV Incheon 14’, the largest multiplex movie theater in
Incheon, most viewers resided in Namdong-gu, and the reason why

they went to CGV was because the access to ‘CGV Incheon 14’ was



easy, and selection range of movies was broad. Viewers visited the
movie house with mainly friends, and they used subway mostly to
the movie theater. They were satisfied with the use of the multiplex
in general, and they used the restaurants within the multiplex
building most. However, they pointed out resting and cultural areas
are needed. The viewers used ‘GCV Incheon 14" most frequently in
Incheon area, and they used movie theater in Incheon more than
those in other areas. Also, the viewers were surveyed to desire

more multiplex movie theater to be built in Incheon area.
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