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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Impressionism and the Piano

Music of Debussy

- Centered around TEstampes; -

Hye-sook Choi

The Department of Music
Major in Instrumental Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

In the later part of the 19th century, the French music, led by Claude
Achille Debussy (1862~1918), had made the establishment of the
impressionistic music and advancement of techniques thereof with the
influence of impressionism art and symbolism literature.

Themes of impressionistic music had applied the expression in faint
style and avoiding the clear lines by displaying the natural sense or
momentary objective sense or selecting the painting headline. In
addition, by breaking away from the existing traditional music style, it
had the new music style to build up the peculiar atmosphere with the
diverse consonances and timbres by using new consonances, diverse
scales, ambiguous composition, short and liberal style, rich color—tone

and the like.



"Estampess is a music collection consisted of three songs in "Pagodes
1, "La soiree dans Grenades, and [Jardins sous la pluies that was
composed in 1903 and displays well of impressionistic color. The
songs that have three parts of style structure express different
characteristics and atmospheres, and in particular, they all contain
different exquisite foreign elements of different cultures.

The first song, "Pagodes,, used the pentatonic scale, the scale of the
Gamelan music, to express the theme melody and it brings out the
Oriental sentiment by describing the musical instrument of the Gamelan
music. The second song, 'La soirée dans Grenades is a song that
depicted the Spanish atmosphere that used the Arabic scale, the
whole—tone scale, and several modes, and entire song has the
Habanera rhythm to have the sense of unity thereto. And, Debussy
quoted two French children's songs and used the whole—tone scale,
chromatic scale and several modes to describe the raining sound in the
third dong, "Jardins sous la pluie,.

In this thesis, characteristics of impressionistic music, life of Debussy,
and piano music of Debussy are studied, and the style, melody,
consonance, composition, rhythm and others of Debussy's repres

entative work, [Estampes; have been analyzed.
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