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ABSTRACT

Research on the expression of human and space

perception

-With a Main Focus on the Author’'s Work-

Lee, so yeon
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This dissertation seeks to research how an individual’'s experience
and imagination can be expressed in the form of art by systematical
analysis of methods and concepts involved in the creation of works
from the master's degree requirement exhibition ‘Cuckoo Basement in
2019.

My works can be interpreted as attempts to substantialize an
extremely personal and thus stable micro-inner space within the mind.
In the sense that such a space enables deeper understanding of the
‘self’ through endless reasoning, this virtual space can also be
thought as an important form of Giwoon(spiritual energy/f;&).
Furthermore, the process of visualizing such energies onto a

2-dimensional canvas as 3-dimensional spaces can therefore be
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considered to be both physical and spiritual, expanding one's inner
space.

The repetition of this process results in a greater inner space, which
in turn causes the Giwoon to thrive. The thriving Giwoon then of
course, even further expands the inner space, and therefore results in
a virtuous cycle that results in a better understanding of oneself.
Even at a young age, the act of painting and its results were a way
of seeking the meaning of existence, and the depiction of wvarious
elements of life was a way of forming ego identity. Of course, the
formation of identity through visual expression is not limited to my
childhood, but is rather an ongoing concept. Canvas is still a
representation of my existence, and on this spiritual yet physical
space, I expand my original outlook on the world that has been
formed and shaped over the years of painting.

What once began as the question “What is man?” has developed with
the history of mankind to become “Who am 1?” in the modern society.
Everyone is now searching for a place where one can be fully oneself,
and where one can spend time on his or her own. Throughout the
search for the essence of individual existence, certain events occur.
When one of them specify a special meaning to an individual, the
event intertwines with the individual’'s former view of the world, giving
birth to a much clearer, newer world. If such a world were to
actualize visually, it would be a charming spectacle.

In my case, the thrill and mystery of the basement during childhood

had a very special meaning. ‘Cuckoo Basement is a subjective
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portrayal of that personal experience, and the scenes that take place
in that space are only illusions of my imagination. In particular, the
fact that the structures that defy common sense and are inexplicable
that were in my mind have actualized through painting implies the
distinctiveness and the importance of pictorial expression.

Furthermore, I could be reminded the importance of my spiritual
place, for it is the essence and the subject of my work. As the
method to construct this inner world, I have chosen the contrast of
underground and surface as a physical concept, straight lines as a
dimensional concept, and light as a color concept. The close
examination and study of the resulting space became an opportunity

to concretize the direction of my future works.
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