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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Enunciation and the Poetic Subject

of Hyeong-gi Lee's Poems

Cho, Byul
Department of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

The most prominent aspect of the way in which Hyeong-gi lLee's poetic
world has developed is the disconnection between the assimilative lyricism of
his early works and the resistive nature of the later works. The two
tendencies, however, share a common desire of the poet to appropriate in his
own way the discordance between himself and the world. The effort to stand
against the world and grasp his own existence is coagulated in the figure of
the subject in each poem.

Lee's poems always begin by facing the upper mentioned discordance.
Instead of being incorporated into the order of the world by simply bridging
the gap between the world and his self, Lee struggles to create a new place
for the subject. Lee's poetic subject is the output of this struggle, and his
text acts as a site to create this new place. Lee's poetic subject persists in
remaining as a mark of un-assimilation, as a symptom of the world. The
self-consciousness, a salient feature of Lee's poetry as a whole, should be
considered within this context.

The most productive way to comprehend the internal structure of Lee's



poems is to see them as a site to create a being standing against the world,
instead of considering them as revealing the poet's perception of the world.
In Lee's text, a situation repeatedly occurs where his perception of the object
ultimately overlaps with his self-perception in the process of the poetic
enunciation. In other words, the appearance of the world (or the Other)
converges into the subject's particular way of existence. This mode of
enunciation reveals the process of creating a new place for the subject
through poetic text.

The central principle constructing the enunciation of Lee's poems is
metaphor. His metaphor not only constructs the poetic language and images,
but becomes a particular way in which the thoughts constructed by the text
moves. Lee's way of using metaphor draws together the manifestation of the
subjectivity and the creation of new meanings. Lee sees in the generative
process of thinking installed in metaphor a possibility to create poetry; he
gains his status as a poetic subject in the process of creating new meanings
using previously established language.

Lee's poems can be categorized into two groups according to the direction
of the poetic enunciation. The early works, emphasizing self-construction,
concentrate on establishing an internal order to strengthen the self.
Consequently, the poetic enunciation leans towards introversion. Contrastingly,
the enunciations of the works written during and after the middle period have
a declaratory nature. The poetic subject speaks to the outside world, bringing
to the fore the definition of the self as a resister, and projecting the attitude
of negation and refusal onto the poetic enunciation.

The introversion found in the early works' subjects develops into a
realization of maturity through strengthening oneself. In the early works,
melancholy appears to be a symptom indicating the discordance between the
subject and the world. According to psychoanalytic theory, melancholy is

related to le manque—-a—étre (the lack of being), a part of the subject which



is lost in the course of accepting the order of the Other, also known as the
symbolic. Lee's early works shows a process of self-healing; the poet
actively symbolizes his lack of being and grasps the parts of his life escaping
out of language, thus subjectivizing them. In other words, Lee's early works
can be interpreted as a mourning process to construct once again the poet's
reality and the meaning of his existence by actively creating meanings out of
the loss and symbolically expressing the lack of being.

In the early works, the process of reconstructing the reality is linked to
the process of self-construction of the poetic subject. This is the point
where the identification and construction of fantasy start their active
operation. The identification in Lee's poems is a means to actively ‘construct’
himself through the relationship with the object, rather than to ‘recognize’
himself through an object from the outside world. The self-construction
through identification found in the early works is inscribed in an enunciation
of simile, an enunciation of the phrase “I am like the object.”

In the works written during and after the middle period, the will to actively
fight against the world is embodied through a defining and negative
enunciation. The declarative enunciation, expressed as "l am," provides
metaphor for the subject who defines himself as a symptom of the world.
Furthermore, in terms of grammar, the negative constructions and the
switching of personal pronouns divide the enunciation into two sections, and
project onto the enunciation the subject of imaginative interpretation, the
subject who links each object and each word together. Along with this, a
creation of paradox which deviates from the ordinary system of significance
through bringing to the fore a logical contradiction, becomes a way of
actively creating meanings.

As examined in this dissertation, the poetic enunciation of Hyung-gi Lee
reveals a process of an active subjectivizing, which generates a change in the

quality of the object and its meaning. In Lee's poems, the object, instead of



having a fixed meaning, unfolds a new meaning; in the process of creating a
new meaning, there exists a moment when the active subject truly shines.
The poetic enunciation of Hyung-gi Lee captures the process of
contemplating the object and the transformation of the context of
relationships, and emphasizes the process of creating meaning rather than the
context of poetic semantics. The changes occurring within the poetic
enunciation lead to a continuous creation of new meanings, preventing Lee's
poems to simply sink into a fixed meaning. Thus, Lee's poems become a
mode of practice through which the poet establishes himself as the subject

of creating meanings.

Keywords : the Poetic Subject, Enunciation, the Subject of the Enunciation,
Metaphor, Melancholy(Melancholie), Mourning(Trauer),
Identification, the Ideal Ego, Fantasy(Fantasme),
Symptom(symptome), the Real(le réel).
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